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LADY BETTY PLOMER:. 


1 IN K not, my dear Lady 
Betty, becauſe I have neglected an- 
ſwering yours ſo long, that I mean 
to ſlight you, or that it is poſſible for 
m2 to be better engaged than when | 


employing my thoughts on thoſe _ 


happy hours we ſpend. when together. 
VOL, II. = I long 
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I long for the time that will bring 
me back to my. more than home, 
but muſt diſpenſe at preſent with all 
ſuch flattering hopes; that peace, that 
tranquillity, which I there ſo profuſely 
enjoy, muſt for a time give way to 
buſtle and confuſion. Such a life do 
I now lead ſo contradictory to what 
I always experienced tis moſt cer- 
tainly a life of gaiety—and faſhionable 
believe from the number that ſo 
implicitly follow it; but never J hope 
will it be my lot to be obliged, for 
obliged I muſt be, if ever I become 
one one of its votaries.— I will not at- 
tempt a deſcription either of the giddy 
circle J am frequently with, nor of 
the numerous places to which we re- 
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ſort, as I am fully convinced I ſhould 


find my want of capacity to relate 


diſtinctly the croud of ideas they have 


left impreſſed on my mind, but will 
reſerve them till my return, when 
they may ſerve to amuſe many a 


winter's evening. 


As you have particularly requeſted 
an. account of the wedding day, I 


will endeavour to give a ſummary, 


though not a minute. one, —Sir Wil- 
liam reſolved to make it a day of joy 
and feſtivity, having as he ſaid, no 
notion of huddling it up, as if they 
were aſhamed. of what they were 
doing; to accompliſh which he in- 
filted on it 8. being kept at his villa, 
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fituated about fix miles from town, 
and that he would have the con- 
ducting of the whole buſineſs; to 
which the bridegroom made no kind 
of objection, not ſeeming deſirous of 


tak ing any trouble about the matter. 


It was ſettled that I ſhould go with 
my brother in the morning, in an 
elegant chariot built on purpoſe for. 
the occaſion his Grace, Sir. Wil- 
liam, and Lady Arabella, went the 
preceding evening: — About nine 
o*'clock.up comes George to my dreſ- 
ſing- room, and I not being quite 
ready, he ſat himſelf down, told me 
he could not have thought I had 


been half ſo cruel, it was down right 
111 
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il L nature to detain him when he 


ought to be upon his knees before 
his bride. 
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My dear George, I am ſorry” — 


My dear Nancy, and ſo you 


ought to be — but heigh- day! 
what's that penitential countenance 
about ?—why you look as forrow- 


ful as if it was yon going to be 


married.“ 


* To judge from the effect it has 


upon you, it would then be quite 
contrary, for your appearance is 
ſo truly charming, it almoſt makes 
me with the caſe my own.” 


B 3 „ Does 
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c Does it?=then I wiſh it was 


with all my ſoul, for confound me 
« if I would not much ſooner attend 


your nuptials than my. own.” 
« Now that is polite.” 
* I cant tell whether you think it 
% polite or not, but I am certain it 
rc.“ 
& Are you ſerious ?“ 
„ As. ever I. was: in my life but 


c come along, and let's talk of ſome- 
cc thing elſe, for I half conceit I hear 


<* the chains rattling about my neck 3 


When. 4 
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When taking my hand, he led me 
to the chariot, aſſumed his uſual ſpi- 
rits, and was moſt delightful company 


all the way. 


Soon after we got to Sir William's, 
in he came with Lady Arabella ; the 
Was moſt.clegantly dreſſed, and look'd 

delightfully, when leading her towards 
George, who roſe to meet them, the 
old gentleman preſented him her 
hand, which he received with all 
that naivetté that he has ever been 
diſtinguiſhed by. 


The ceremony being performed, 
and a numerous company aſſembled, 
- the day was ſpent with the greateſt 
q 8 4 con- 
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.conviviality poſſible, there: appearing 
a kind of emulation who. ſhould ren- 
der themſelves moſt agreeable—except 
Lord Moreden and Sir John Mad, 
who were truly ridiculous, at leaſt to 
to me, for they followed me about 
and teazed me with. their nonſenſe 
every time they could get near, and 
it was with the greateſt difficulty I 
avoided them at all. In the evening 
we was to have a ball, and I was 
terribly apprehenſive I ſhould be 
obliged to dance with one of theſe 
coxcombs, who had ſeparately re- 
queſted my hand, which I excuſed 1a 
the beſt manner I was able; at haſt 
I obſerved Sir John talking to my 
brother and looking towards me, 


therefore 
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therefore concluded it was all over, 


for being diſengaged I could not have 
denied him, when Sir Thomas Charl- 
ton came to me, and after ſome little 
introduction, ſaid he had intended 
himſelf the honour of requeſting my 
hand for the evening, but was fearful 
he had been too dilatory to atrain that 
happineſs, as he had but little hopes 


of finding me unengaged. 


Had Sir Thomas thought it a 
* happineſs he would not have run 


“the hazard of my being engaged, 


but old acquaintance are always 


9 thought on laſt here comes George, 


« now I'll appeal to him if it is not 


W 


Yes, 
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Fes, yes; you are very right, 

* my dear ſiſter, be what it will 

you'll excuſe me, Tom, for I muſt 
„ ſide with the girl's to-day.” 


And every day, to be ſure, Sir.” 


No, my dear, that's as hereafter 
„ may be—but what have you been 
doing to poor Sir John Mad ? for 
he has trotted at my heels for this 

« half hour, plaguing me to come 

« and intercede with your divinity to 

« accept of him for a partner—he's 

< poſitive you'll not refuſe me any 
„ favour, eſpecially on my wedding- 
day therefore am] come to beſeech 


your ladyſhip to dance with him.” 
* N 85 Hold 
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Hold, my Lord; if Lady Ann 
<« js diſengaged, | hope I may be per- 


c mitted to lay ſome claim to that 


--<6 honour.” 
Tau der” 


„Les, and ſhall not eaſily forego 


it, unleſs her ladyſhip gives me a 


„ peremptory denial—what ſay you, 
= <, madam, will you favour me?“ 


A Jou ſee how Lam circumſtanced, 
George what would you have me 
ODE CC do oY 


In my opinion, Lady Ann, (re- 
c turn'd Sir Thomas) that you may 
« ealily 
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c eaſily determine; for as it is agreed 
by all parties that I have behaved 
% very reprehenſible, you cannot poſ- 
« fibly be wrong in acting juſt the 
os contrary — think of your old ac- 


e quaintance firſt,” 


“ Well then, I believe it muſt be 


& fo.“ 


« Very pretty, indeed Ia mighty 
6e fine negociation I have made of it, 
truly but hark ye, Charlton, do 
e you know the danger you run, for 
« ſhould Sir John be ſmitten with the 
„girl, hel challenge you as ſure as 
you are alive—egad I'll go and ad- 


* viſe-him to it directly.“ 


Thus 
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Thus, my dear, was I relieved: 
from the impending danger of an. 
evening's impertinence, and by one 
whoſe converſation I fear is too agree-. 


able—perhaps while I thought my ſelf 


j fortunate in having eſcap'd the per- 
ſecution of an: hour, I was encou-. 
raging a foundation for years of pain.. 
Why is he ſo very attentive, fo aſi- 
duous to render me any little ſervice?. 
but is he not ſo to all? —he is !—then, 
why do I harbour ideas ſo foreign to 
kis intentions !—yet I fancied, when. 
my brother mentioned Sir John, there. 
appeared an anxiety in his counte- 
nance the. look he gave me, had I. 
been ever ſo inclined, would have 
prevented my conſent his manner, 
his 
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his actions, his looks, would all per- 


ſuade me he loves, while his tongue 


declares he but eſteems me as the 


ſiſter of his friend. 


I may very juſtly deſerve your cen- 
ſure, my love, for the impropriety of 
dwelling on the merits of a perſon 
who does not, and perhaps never may 
think me worth his notice but be- 
cauſe man has the privilege of de- 
claring his attachment, does it follow 
that our ſex are blind till then, and 
that their declarations awaken our ſen- 


ſibility - no- we are of an eaſier nature 


and more prone to have our affections 
ſteadily * when it 


happens > be on an 2 by whom 
Ne 
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we are diſregarded, we may be ſen- 
ible of the error, and yet only able 
to bewail it as a misfortune. ”-. 


Although I. ſhudder at the idea of 
having theſe ſentiments ſeen, yet why 
ſnould I attempt to conceal them from 
her who has ever poſſeſs'd a key to 
the inmoſt receſſes of my heart—and 
from whoſe truth, conſtancy, .. and 
friendſhip, I have experienced a more 
than ſiſterly love, even from the time 
when harmleſs ſports beguil'd our 
juvenile hours, and deluded us into 


unthinking errors, 


What an eaſe to the burthen'd mind 
to have a friend:in whoſe . breaſt: you 
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can ſafely lodge the ſecrets of the 
foul !—fuch are you to me, and that b 
I may never loſe or be undeſerving | 
ſuch a bleſſing is the continual and 
never omitted prayer of. 


your truly affectionate, 


AXN DERVIL L E. 
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SIR THOMAS CHARL-TON-.- 


Dear Tom, 


AF TER having been ſurrounded 
by all my friends, and hurried from 
one paſtime. to another for more than 
a month, to find myſelf. forfaken all 
at once, and.left, as. I may ſay, with 
only one companton, , and that- one 
my wife! had, to me, a moſt melan- 
choly appearance—to become a do- 
meſlic man was what. J had no kind 
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of 'reliſh for, and I dreaded every ill- 
conſequence that could poſſibly oc- 


curbut rejoice with me, Charlton, 


that my apprehenſions were unjuſt 


and without foundation, for inſtead 
of meeting with that dull, inſipid 
ſameneſs which T fancied would at- 
tend every matrimonial conference, 
our time glides on with the greateſt 
conviviality—I was always fearful of 
experiencing that capricious change - 


of. ſentiment. and behaviour I have 


frequently obſerved new-married la- 
dies affect; — but, thank Heaven! 


mine ſtill retains that attention to her 
perſo and agreeable vivacity ſhe ever 
did, and if our preſent tranquillity 
does but continue I ſhall commemo- 


rate 
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rate the day I reſign'd my freedom 
for ſuch pleaſing captivity” — 


You may ſhake your wiſe head, ſay 
it is but the honey-moon yet, and that 
I hall tell a different ftory ſome little 
time hence — ſuch may be the: caſe, 
but I have one argument induces me 
to. think you will be miſtaken, which 
is, that as we never were deſperately 
fond, but began in a ſteady track, we 
ſhall be able to maintain the fame 
pace, without flying out, to the jour- 
ney's end—ar leaſt I am certain it is 
for our mutual intereſt to endeavour 
it, for as we are yok'd for life our 
taking different roads will anſwer no 
purpoſe but to gall and fret each 
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other without being of. any perma- 
nent advantage to either by this you 
will perceive, Tom, that matrimony 
has almoſt converted me into a phi- 
loſopher already, and Il be hard 
indeed if I don't reap the advantage 
of. my own maxims. 


Iwiſh I couid contrive ſome intice- 


ment that might tempt you to ſpend 


more of your time in town, and not 
bury yourſelf thus in that old man- 
ſion as though you intended to turn 
hermit can't you marry, man, and 
come live among us then you and I, 
with our ſpouſes, ſhould be able to 
make a ſober party at any time—that 


would be ſo comfortable, you know 
beſides 
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beſides we might make an exchange 
now and then by way of enjoying a 
little variety or have you really ſworn 
to die an old batchelor ?—if ſo per- 
| Haps you are in the right, for the Lord 

knows it will be a monſtrous difficult 
matter to find a fit match for your ro- 
mantic notions—ſhe muſt be ſo mild 
and tender, ſo loving and conſtant 
aye ! there's no ſuch girls no- a- days! 
ſhe muſt be brought from the clouds 
on purpoſe though T am ſomehow 
of opinion that Cupid has been at 
fome of his vagaries with you, for 1 
have obſerved every ſymptom of the 
anfortunate lover for ſome time paſt, 
although I have not been able to fa- 
thom the bottom of it, and from thence 
bh 2 Jam 
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] am certain has aroſe this ſtrong at- 
tachment for Charlton-place—as there 


to be ſure you may ramble uninter- 


cupted through the woods, and mur- 
mur at the fair-one's cruelty, without 
any danger of being overheard, and 
doubt not have tortured the inoffen- 
ſive elms with carving the lovely 
initials—nay, I ſhould not be ſurpriſed 
if the whole rookery, by liſtening to 
your frequent moans, had forgot their 
own wild notes, and croaked nought 
but your beloved's name — egad I 


think. I'll: come on purpoſe to hear, 


as it will be an excellent maxim to 
- diſcover this divinity, unleſs you have 


new nanvd your dulcina and call'd 


her after one of her ſiſter goddeſſes, 
* if 
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if fo I ſhall be as much in the dark 
as ever—but where is the need of all 
this ſecreſy ? I can't rival you now, 
and 1 might be of ſome ſervice—how- 
ever take your own way, and you 
have my hearty wiſhes it may turn 
out for the beſt, though T never 
had any opinion of theſe reſpectful 
adorations, for if a reſolute lover hap- 
pens to intervene, you cringing ſouls 
are thrown aſide ninety-nine times 
out of an hundred—while you are 
ſighing in a corner, and admiring at 
diſtance, left your rudeneſs ſhould 
- offend, he attacks her boldly, catches 
her in his arms, and being all in a 


flame how is it poſſible for her to 


eſcape the contagion [Lou will find 
C:4 | | by | 
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by adopting ſome ſuch method the 
fair nymph will be more convinc'd of 
the ardency of your love in one day 
than all the half. ſmother'd ſighs, 
downcalſt eyes and ſheepiſh looks will 
be able to perſuade her to in ſeven 
: years—be adviſed, leave your timi- 
dity, and you will then deſerve *to / 


meet with as good ſucceſs. as was the 
fortune of 
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your fincere friend, 


„GEORGE DERVILLI. 


. 
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LETTER III. 


>” CAPTAIN BRY DON E, 
T0 


CAPTAIN TOWNSEND. 


 LonDON is a:mott delightful 
place, Jack, and finely calculated for 
. the man of pleaſure—no wonder then 
if I preferred a trip to the metropolis 
to following you into Yorkſhire, it 
may be a very pleaſant county, and 
doubtleſs has its ſhare of rural ſports; 
but what are they when put in compe- 
. tition with the ever- variegating ſcene 


of pleaſures which may be enjoyed 


II 
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in this gay city ?—here every with 

may be ſupplied, and every ſenſation 

gratified - bring but plenty of caſh 
and the choiceſt productions of art 
and nature are at your command—and 


money I fancy you will find a neceſ- 
fary+acquilition, in every place, for 


— 2. — 
— — — 2 2 3 po 
— ——M— s 
Q 2 — 


— — 


the attainment of the moſt indifferent 
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of either So great an advocate am I 
for it that I ſincerely repine at not 
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being ſtationed in its vicinity, and as 


2 5 
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am 


I don't believe one ſingle man in the 
regiment would be under better diſ- 
cipline for my being with you I ſhall 


i remain here as long as poſſible. 


6 It was with ſome compunction 1 
left S, for, upon my ſoul, Lucy 
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is a ſweet girl; but there began to be 
too viſible an appearance of our con- 
nection to make it altogether com- 
- mendable to remain any longer—the 
encreaſe of her ſize would have ſub- 
jected me to interrogatories that I 
ſhould have been puzzled to anſwer 
either to the ſatisfaction of myſelf, or 


any of the parties concerned. 


This affair has almoſt led me to be 
of opinion that the value of poſſeſſion 
15 imperceptibly ariſes in proportion to 
- the difficulty of obtaining it, for I 
never experienced half the regretat 
" ſhaking off an intrigue, nor had I ever 
half the trouble to commence one— 
I till then had found the girls, ſitting 
alide 
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aſide a few coquettiſh airs, as willing 
as myſelf; but it is my firm belief 


now, that had it not been for my 


connection with the old woman J ne- 


ſhould have accompliſhed my deſigns; 


by an apparent fondneſs for her I had 
admittance when I thought proper, 
. and as there are times in which the 
moſt ſteady adherents of virtue are 
left unguarded, I was a conſtant at- 


tendant — In one of theſe moments 


caught I che lovely Lucy and con- 
quer'd From behaying in the moſt 
reſpectful manner and with the ten- 
dereſt aſſiduity ſne became leſs ſhy, 
and I began to perceive'I was in a 


fair way to make ſome impreſſion on 
her ſtrongly defended heart, and by 
| never 
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never taking the leaſt liberty put her 
entirely off her guard this ſerv'd a 
double purpoſe as it likewiſe kept me 
on good terms with the mother who 
was rather given to jealouſy - One 
day the gentle, nymph being ſoften d 
into tenderneſs by a ſlight indiſpoſi- 
tion, I aſſum'd the privilege of pay- 
ing. greater attention than common, 
and had frequent opportunities of 
breathing ſoft. nonſenſe in the fair- 


93 


« one's ear; to which ſhe either 
had not ſpirits or inclination to ſhew 


the leaſt diſpleaſure — My. inſpiring 


genius whiſpered me, the moment 
was near that would fully :repay the 
toils I had been at and the hours I 
had waſted—T felt an emulation within 


that 
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that ſtrongly aſſur'd me it was only 


to make the attack and victory was 
my own. .. $27 I 


The vicar being from home I had 
plann'd to remain with his better part 
all night, not doubting but I ſhould 


be able to ſteal to my Lucy's cham- 


ber before morning when Fortune, 
who is always favourable to her en- 
terprizing votaries, brought home the 

old gentleman— it was late by a ma- 
neuvre his rib and I had before put 
in practice the family thought me 
gone home muſt be conceal'd ſome- 

how, and where ſo ſafe as in the 


daughter's room ?—O gods! what a 


propitious thought] found her 


no 
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no matter how I found her—for after 
a confounded deal of kneeling, - pray= - 


- 
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ing, ſwearing and lying, 


ich ſhort ſighs, and murmuring reluctance, 


The yielding fair one gave me perfebt happineſs. | 


Although I had always look*d on 
marriage as the trick of prieſts to 
„ make men miſerable, and women 
< inſolent,”” and of courſe reſolved 
never to be ſubjected to it; yet, to 
quiet Lucy's tears, I promiſed faith- 
fully to have her—with one excuſe or 
other I baffled her off from time to 
time, and by that | means kept her 
ſubject to my vill, leaft 1 ſhould fly - 
from my word, till at laſt J found 4 


muſt either comply or run the hazard 


of 
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of being called to an account if I re- 
mained.much longer. . 


Having put every thing in order 
for my departure I went with a view 


of taking leave in form, pleaded an 
expreſs from the general, and pro- 


miſed to return the firſt moment it 
was in my power—Sighs, ſobs, and a 
flood of tears followed the: firſt inti- 
mation—this. being what I expected, 
I was ready prepar'd to ſooth her with 
the moſt endearing language, which 
would have anſwered the end: tolerably 
well, when it unluckily. popp'd into 
her head that ſhe might. as. well ac- 
company me—reaſonable. enough to 
be ſure—but happening to run counter 
with 
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with my intentions, it was no eaſy 
matter to perſuade me to her way of 
thinking—this proved a point of al- 
tercation for ſome time, but finding 
J was inflexible, ſhe then entreated 1 
would have the ceremony performed 
before I left her, fearing : it would be 
impoſſible to conceal her ſituation any 
longer, and dreading the juſt reſent- 
ment of her family ſhould it be diſ- 
covered—I- made many proteſtations 
of. my willingneſs to-oblige her, but 
ſwore it was-.impoifible to delay half 
an hour; however ſhe might ſay we 
had.. been privately . married and the - 
firſt moment I ſaw her again ſhould 
make her lawfully mine. With a few 
tender careſſes, ſome oaths of con- 
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ſtancy, and. promiſes of a ſpeedy re-- 
turn, her tears ſomewhat ſubſided, yer - 
ſhe: remain'd too much affected to 


attend my taking leave of the fami- 

ly, which I accompliſhed in a haſty 
manner, being apprehenſive of a ſecond 
lecture from the old fool but from 
that I eſcap'd tolerably well, having 

only a few ſignificant looks it was ; 


not for my. intereſt to underſtand— }. 
ſtepping; therefore into a poſt-chaiſe 
J left the old parſon to make the beſt 
of his wife and daughter, with a full 
determination never intentionally to 
fall in the way of either of them again. 


On my arrival in town I was greatly 
ſurprized at finding my old friend, 
- Deryille, 
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Derville, was married, and to one of 
the fineſt women I think I ever ſaw; 
he is no way altered in his diſpoſition 
but as lively and. gay as ever re- 
ceived me with the greateſt cordiality ; 
introduced me to his Lady, with the 
recommendation of my being his par- 
| ticular friend; and inſiſted on my 
making his houſe my home while 1 
remained in tewn—that, however, 1 
did not think. proper to accept, for 
pleaſure being my. fole buſineſs in 
London, I will not run the hazard of 
ſubjecting myſelf to the leaſt reſtraint, 
which might have been the conſe— 
quence of reſiding. in the houſe, and 
] can now either viſit him or let it 
alone as beſt ſuits my conveniency. 
LS: At 
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At preſent I have not met with any 
thing worth notice but live in hopes 
I ſhall not remain long idle, and 
the particulars of which you may de- 
pend on having as I do not intend to | 
be the firſt in breaking our contract 
of communication; with wiſhing you 
ſucceſs in every. purſuit, I ſhall con- 


clude for the preſent, 


your's, as uſual, 


FRANK BRYDONE. 


- LET. 
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LETT I 


SIR THOMAS CHARL T.ON, 
© 


SOD DERVTIL LL Fo 


Es, Dervilte, I rejoice at your 
felicity, and hope it may continue as 
permanent and ' laſting as if you had 
been united with all that reciprocal 
tenderneſs and affection which 1 
think neceflary to conſtitute connu- 
bial happineſs.—So far from fuſpect- 
ing that you will change your note, 
I think there is every reaſon to be- 
lieve the contrary—bleſs'd, by your 
ES on 
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own account, with a moſt affable part- 


ner, that endeavours to render herſelf 
_ agreeable, and an independency that 


makes it unneceſſary to become the 
dependant of a miniſter or ſlave of 
party; in ſhort, without the leaſt 
circumſtance. to give one moment's 


uneaſineſs indeed I am almoſt in- 
_ duced to envy you the proſpect, it 


being greater than you deſerve—yet 


by purſuing that line of conduct you 
have at preſent adopted, it will be 


ſome atonement for your paſt failings, 


and render you in part worthy thoſe 


bleſſings you now poſſeſs ;—but what 
offence has Charlton-Place committed 


that ſhould ſubject it.to your ridicule? 
I can, remember. the time when the 


gay 
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gay Derville, without having the idea 
of dying a batchelor, or turning her- 
mit, was as fond of rambling in its 
woods, as the preſent inhabitant; 
who would think himſelf happy to 
be honoured again with thy company, 
whether it was to be fatisfied reſpect- 

ing the improvement of the rookery, 


or any other motive whatever. 


From what part of my conduct 

have you drawn your inference that 
I inculcate* notions too romantic to 
meet with a female calculated to in- 
ſure me happineſs? or why do you 
ſuppoſe me ſo weak of ſoul as to be 


aſhamed to acknowledge I feel the 


: ſuperiority of a female's virtues? Al- 
„ though 
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though I do not approve of following 
your advice, yet I ſhould think my- 
ſelf below contempt. was I that ri- 
diculous being you are pleaſed to 
picture. I believe my thoughts on 
taking a companion for life are of a 
more refined nature than what are 
generally imbibed, as I could wiſh 
the perſon allotted for my partner 
ſhould poſſeſs an equal, if not a ſu- 
perior attachment, which might in- 
fluence her, when a wife, to nouriſh 
that conqueſt her charms had made; 
but as it is almoſt impoſſible to be 
convinc'd in this point, cuſtom oblig- 
ing them to conceal it, even when it 
is the caſe, I ſhall reſt ſatisfied in 


meeting with a lady whoſe diſpoſition 


18 
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is diſtinguiſhed for delicacy of manner 
and refinement, of ſentiment—thoſe 
qualifications anſwering * every PUr- 
poſe; for ſuch. a one conſenting to 
accept your hand gives a tacit ac- 
knowledgment her heart is already 
reſigned, and as a proof there is little 
need of flying to the clouds for a 
miſtreſs, I can name one which even 
you mult confeſs poſſeſſes thoſe acqui- 
ſitions in the fulleſt ſenſe. 


As it would be ungenerous to take 
advantage of an inadvertant promiſe, 
I acquit you of that you: made in 
your laſt; the ſooner becauſe I think 
your aſſiſtance neceſſary, and mean to 


requeſt it; but firſt wiſh you to know 


the 
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the value, and how far you are in- 
: tereſted in its ſueceſs. Can you then 
renew the promiſe of aſſiſtance, after 


being informed that from reſpect to 


the ſiſter I cheriſhed: the brother's 
- acquaintance, that her virtues made 
- me love his foibles, and that while 
I I boaſted a friendſhip for Lord Der- 
ville, my heart ſilently adored the 


ſuperior attractions of Lady Ann, 


My honour, George, hitherto 


. obliged me to keep the ſecret cloſe 
lock'd in my breaſt, for as my father, 


from his unhappy attachment to gam- 
ing, had left the family eſtate greatly 
embarraſſed, I could not think of 
ſeducing her affections, or enticing 

| her 
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her to a ſituation ſo far beneath what 
ſhe is intitled to expect but yeſter- 
day my ever- careful mother told me 
ſhe requeſted my company for about 
half an hour in her room, where I no 
ſooner attended than ſhe began nearly 
to the following purpole. 5 


My dear child, being thoroughly | 
* convinced of your prudence, -. I 
< cannot bear to ſee you live in this 
e ſtraitened manner any longer—you ö 


are now of an age that it is ne- 


be vrais? " . * 
eee eee eee 


c ceſlary to think of making ſome 


. ²— 


figure in life, and as it is uncertain 


how long I may remain with you, 


1 * 0 


* 


I hold it my duty to make you as 
happy as I can, and therefore to 


* prevent 
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prevent all fear of embarraſſing 
yourſelf by appearing in the world, 
or making yourſelf happy with the 
perſon of your choice, there is the 
ſum to pay off the remaining mort- 
gage you ſhould have had it 
ſooner, but I kept it as a reſerve 
leaſt you might follow your father's 
extravagance, and too late be con- 


vinc'd of your folly. 


Finding, after fruitleſs trials, 


that neither the affection for a wife, 
nor tenderneſs of a parent could 
prevent him from purſuing his 


ruin, it was my duty to prevent 


my child from being a beggar; 
and as it pleaſed heaven to call Sir 
Thomas 


Ce 


cc 
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© Thomas from a life of diſſipation, 
before he had totally involved his 
eſtate, I have now the ſatisfaction . 


of having it in my power to re- 
WS 


trieve it from all burthens. 
„ I will not be thank'd, my love; 
it was to pleaſe, myſelf I did it, 


and your conſtant duty, tender- 


neſs and affection has amply re- 


paid my -care—live and enjoy it; 


; 1 ö 
and if your affections are engag'd, 


let me, ere I die, have the plea- 


ſure to ſee you happily united, for 


from your prudence I cannot doubt 


her worthinefs be who ſhe may; 
and then as the greateſt bleſſing 1 
can wiſh you ſhall I continual pray 
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that the Almighty may reward your 
ce duty by letting you experience the - 
e ſame comforts from your offspring 


mas as I have enjoyed with you.“ 


If then, my Lord, you think my 
alliance is not totally beneath the no- 
tice of your family, I will endeavour 
to render myſelf agreeable to Lady 
Ann, as that is a circumſtance ac- 
tually neceſſary to complete the hap- 
pineſs of 


your's ſincerely, 


THOMAS CHARLTON:: . 
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L'E FM To 


CHARLOTTE MARNS DOWN. 
355 


LADY ARABELLA SPENCER. 


1 HOPE my dear Lady Derville 


vill excuſe her Charlotte's long delay 


in writing, nor attribute it to a want 
of reſpect There has been a kind of 
revolution ſince I got home, which 
induc'd me to poſtpone ſending until 
] had it in my power to give you ſome 
ſatisfactory account of a change that 


will greatly ſurpriſe you, it being no 
leſs 


— 
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leſs than my having rejected Smith : 


and given my conſent to Buckle. 


What occaſioned ſuch an alteration - 


you will naturally be inclined to-en- 


quire, therefore Pl ſend the whole 


tranſaction, though Pm afraid it will 
not meet your approbation—A de- 
ſcription of the parties 1s ſuperfluous 
to you who are ſo well acquainted 
with them both—yet ſomething muſt 
be ſaid of their diſpoſitions to enable 


me to proceed with my tale. 


Smith, whoſe- underſtanding and 
generoſity no one will attempt to dil- 
pute, frequently rendered himſelf diſ- 
agreeable by his taciturnity we have 
been 
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been many an hour together and he 
has ſcarcely opened his lips; while 
Buckle, from a gaiety, of manner and 


lively turn of mind, has always a 


ſomething to amuſe—trifling as it may 


be it certainly exceeds dulneſs—thus 


far I can produce your adviſe as an 
excuſe—yet I confeſs being fully con- 
vinc'd of Smith's honour and inte- 
grity I gave him the preference, and 
on Sunday evening I even went fo 


far as to aſſure him that if he got my 


mama's conlent mine ſhould follow. 


He waited on her the next day, and 
from a conſcientiouſneſs of principle, 


entered into the niceſt minutiæ of 


his affairs, which did not prove ſo 
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affluent as we had always conſidered 


5 them; ſhe deſired him to call again 


in the courſe of a day or two and he 
ſhould then have her anſwer. - Buckle 


5 had prevail'd on his friends to come 


1 on the ſame buſineſs his fortune be- 
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ing more than ſix times Smith's, and 


Wl | the families having been intimate for 


ſome years, no wonder that ſhe ac- 


P 


ceded to their propoſals with pleaſure. 


After they were all gone, and we 


— Rr 


left entirely by ourſelves, ſhe ac- 
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quainted me with the motives for 
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their ſeveral vifits—enlarged on the 


danger I ſhould run of being reduc'd 


— 


to poverty by a connexion with Smith, 
(though ſne acknowledged he had an 
excellent 
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excellent character) and enumerated 
the many advantages I ſhould reap by 
an alliance with Buckle; who, not- 
withſtanding his being tinctured with 
the follies of the age, ſhe did not 
doubt would make me very happy 
Her arguments were ſo ſtrongly urg'd 
that I at length conſented to act in 
contradiction to my ſentiments, and, 
from her perſuaſion, promiſed to ac- 
cept her choice and to reject my own 


the next time I ſaw him. 


Ile came in the evening and ob- 
ſerving ſomething to be the matter, 
for I could not totally conceal it, he 
gave me an opportunity, by his en- 
quiry into the cauſe, to give him his 
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denial—he ſtrongly entreated to know 
what had occaſioned his meeting with 
my diſapprobation, but having pro- 
miſed my mama it ſhould appear to be 
an act of my own, I only told him 
there was another perſon whom I pre- 
ferred—however he would not leave 
me until I partly conſented to meet 
him on the Thurſday, which I thought 
moſt prudent not to comply with; 
the next day he ſent mea letter which 


I have copied for you peruſal. 


« Miſs Marnsdown, 

AFTER fruitleſsly waiting for 
* the completion of your promiſe, I 
* concluded that you remained in the 
** ſame mind I left you on Monday 


evening 
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« evening, therefore have I taken 
<« this liberty to entreat you will 
« favour me with thy reaſon for ſuch 
% ſudden change! — yes, my dear 
ce Charlotte, I muſt ſay ſudden change, 


„for either my ſenſes deceived me, 


cc or the preceding night you gave 
e me permiſſion to think that pro- 
vided I could gain Mrs. Marns— 


®< down's conſent, I was ſecure of the 


C 


La 


% preference in your eſteem — what 
then have I committed that in one 
% ſhort day you ſhould plunge me 
<« from the proſpect of celeſtial bliſs 


„ to black deſpair!—let me, I conjure 


you, know my offence !—how cruel 


% have you been in trifling with a 
heart you muſt be ſenſible was en- 
E 3 <« tirely. 
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«-tirely devoted to your pleaſure, 
ce and. whoſe greateſt miſery in this 
« life, I am certain, will+ariſe from 
& being too ſteady in its attachments; 
« would to heaven it was more vola- 
<* tile, as then I ſhould have ſome 
« hopes of that peace being again 
e reſtor'd which your refuſal has 
* ſo effectually deprived me—yet I 
« will not; complain, for, by my eter- 
„nal hopes, although I could, with 
« leſs regret, have bid adieu to the 
* world and all its tranſitory joys, I 
_ < prize your felicity above every other 
** confideration—may you be united 
„ to the man of your heart (mine 
e ſickens at the loſs of hope) and if 
« he loves with half that ſincerity I 

“ ever 
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« ever muſt, you will be ſecure of 
<« happineſs ; and that you may live 
in one continued round of pleaſures 
till from the decay of nature you 
* muſt naturally expect to part, is 
<« the ſincere with of the now moſt 


% unhappy 
«Bp. SMITH.” 


I return'd no anſwer, for in truth 
I knew not what to ſay, but have in- 
duſtriouſly avoided him ever ſince, 
fearful I ſhould find myſelf too much 
intereſted in his favour—My mama 
and Buckle both appear ſuſpicious of 
ſomething of that kind, and have 
teazed me till I named the day, which 


is Saturday fortnight, when I hope 


E:4 


| 
| 
: 
j 
| 
4 


To RG ů —-—- ——— * 
_ 


$6 [(mWEtmMOTtRS OF 


my deareſt Bella, will favour me with 


her and Lord Derville's company— 
ſhould he heſitate tell him T will not 
take any denial—but I Know if you 
requeſt it hell not refuſe, and I ſhall 


think you very unkind not to oblige 


me. 


Poor Smith ! I wiſh him happy 


wiſh I was at liberty to tell him fo! 


I hope he will meet with ſome girl 
whom he may gladly prefer to Char- 
lotte, and that ſhe may be leſs whim- 
fical, not ſo eaſy bias'd, and more 
worthy his deſerts. 


On my firſt arrival I was fairly be- 


ſet by Willmore and your whole train 


of 
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of admirers, who had imagined they 
were ſure of finding you with me, but 
when J told them you was married 
and that T had been to attend the 
nuptials they made a ſtrange ado 
about your having given them the 
ſip; however I held forth Lord Der- 
ville as ſo much their ſuperior that 
their murmurings quickly ſubſided— 
ſhould, therefore, bis lordſhip attempt 
to frame any excuſe to avoid comply- 
ing with my requeſt, tell him he 1s 
bound in gratitude to make me at 
leaſt that return for the high com- 
mendations I have given him, beſides 
he will have an opportunity to con- 
vince our country gentlemen that his 
Arabella had ſome taſte, and knew 


when 
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when ſhe met a perſon deſerving her 
notice uſe this or * other argu- 
ment in caſe he wants to prove re- 
fractory, ſo you at laſt perſuade him 
to accept of this invitation, and in 
ſo doing confer an everlaſting obli- 
gation on her who, in every ſtation 


of life, ſhall be a to * 


herſelt * 


1 0 
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your truly affectionate, i 


©. MARNSDOWN. 


LET- 
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LETTER Y: 


LORD DERVIL L E, 
To 


SIR THOMAS CHARL TON, 


Uron my word, Charlton, 1 
could not have thought you had ſuch 
a penetrating genius yes, you are 
quite right; it is impoſſible for me to 
deny that Lady Ann is one of the 
completeſt women of the age - Why 
ſh&s the exact counterpoiſe of her 
brother you may ſearch ſome time 
before you find a pair to equal them. 
Did you obſerve her eyes? black as 

E a ſloe— 
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a ſloe—and then her cheeks, Tom, 
ſuch red and vhite but for lips, O 


Gods! what :nbrofial dew might be 


ſipt from ſuch an inviting pair—I 


muſt not go any further, leſt I ger 


1nto raptures myſelf, forget ſhe's my 
ſiſter, and cut your throat for think- 


ing of her, 


But Mr. Sincerity, are you ſure 


you have not been tampering with the 


poor girl's heart already ?—are you 
poſitive now that you never directly 
or indirectly endeavoured to enveigle 
yourſelf into her affections, and 
pluming yourſelf on your ſecurity in 
that quarter, mean to make the con- 
ſent of the family a mere matter of 


form ? 


LORD DERVILLE. 64 


form ?—if I find it ſo, all thy fine 
projects ſhall be confuted my lite 
on it. 


Inſtead of looking on your ac- 
quitting me of my promiſe as an act 
of honour and generofity, I rather am 
led to believe it originated from ſelf. 
conceit, and that you ſuppoſed your- 
ſelf of fuch conſequence that I dared 
not refuſe my aſſiſtance at any rate; 
| however I would have you to under- 
ſtand, Sir, that although I may have 
thought myſelf honoured by your 
friendſhip, it was no argument that 
I ſhould approve of your alliance; 
the man who meets with my concur- 
rence mult poſſeſs many requiſites 
| chat 
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that moſt of my companions are de- 
ficient in, and be a novice in thoſe 
which they are complete maſters—but 
what do you apply to me for? the 
girl has got a father, and I can't ſee 
where that 1s the caſe, what buſineſs 
a brother has to mterfere—if I had, 
Sir Thomas Charlton might perhaps 
in the end have no great reaſon to 
be pleaſed—for I ſhould be for tack- 
ing them together without any further 
ceremony. 


Not to make any great profeſſions, 
or fine promiſes, I will poſitively 
give you all the aſſiſtance in my 
power; that is, provided you can't 
help yourſcli—for I peremtorily reject 


being 


LORD DERVILLE. 62 


being a negociator—but, if after try- 
ing old ſurly, you ſhould be refuſed, 
and the lady will not be perſuaded to 
liſten to your vows without his ap- 
probation, I'll help you to carry her 
to Charlton-place with all my heart, 
where being once ſafely lodg'd, I 
defy all' the conjurors, or ingenuity 
of the preſent race to recover her 
back. 


Jever honoured Lady Charlton as 
the tendereſt of parents and beſt of 
women—her benevolence and ſympa- 
thetic feelings were always too con- 
ſpicuous to permit the moſt extrava- 
gant proof of parental affection to be 
a matter of ſurprize—her generoſity 


to 
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to you. therefore appears little more 
than. what might have been expected 
from one of ſuch expanded ſenti- 
ments I congratulate you on. the 
difference ſuch an act - muſt have 
made in your fortune, though at all 
times I ſhould have thought the al- 
liance an honour, nor do I believe you 


run the hazard of meeting a repulſe 


in any quarter—therefore, my boy, 
come to town, and let my houle be 
the ſcene of action you muſt expect 
her to play off ſome of her {queamiſh 
at firſt, for curſe me if I 
don't think ſhe's half a prude; but 
never mind that, only be ruled by 
me, and I'll be bound to carry you 


through. 
| I had. 
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+ had a very great mind to begin 
the attack myſelf, and certainly 
ſhould have made an attempt before 
now, had I not perhaps luckily. recol- 
lected how vaſtly delicate you are in 
matters of this kind; but. if you 
make any long delay I ſhall not be 
able to. hold out, for having been ſo 
long clear of miſchief I long to be 
about ſomething, and ſhe being ſo 
conveniently ſituated in the ſame houſe 


is a great temptation. 


Now I think I ſhould be able to 
do you a very ſingular piece of 
fervice in ſounding her affections and 
letting you into the ſecret; but J 
ſuppoſe I ſhould hurt your fine feel- 


vol. II. F ings, 
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ings, and be call'd a meddling puppy 
for my pains—aye | you ſentimental 
ſouls love trouble—1 query, if you 
were dying for each other, and ſhut 
up together, whether you would not 
take fix months to diſcloſe the ſecret ; 
there's a ſweet pair of you ! and yet 
I muſt wiſh you ſucceſs becauſe it 
w1ll be a pleaſure to 


your's ſincerely, 


DERVILLE, 


LE T. 
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LETTER VI. 


LA D Ddr 
120 


CHARLOTTE MARNS DOWN. 


I T is with the greateſt ſincerity, my 
dear Charlotte, that I regret your 
hazarding the lois of happineſs, which 
Jam fearful will be the conſequence 
of your precipitate determination— 
Surely had Mrs. Marnsdown been ac- 
quainted with the true ſtate of your 
| heart ſhe would never have us'd ſuch 
compulſion—yes, my dear, entreatl-$ 
and perſuaſions are the ſtrongeſt that 

= 7 can 
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can be oppos'd to a grateful mind— 
You ſay, * Poor Smith! I pity him,” 
ſo do I, yet I wiſh I may not have 
_ occaſion to repeat, poor Charlotte! 
ſhe deſerves my pity moſt - Lord Der- 
ville I own, when we were married, 
was quite indifferent to me, but then 
fo was every one beſide, which 1s more 
than you can ſay—therefore you can- 
not draw any juſt inference from 
thence that your indifference may 
likewiſe ripen into eſteem, becauſe 
that eſteem is already plac*d on an- 
other—by endeavouring to conceal it 
you plainly ſpeak the violence you 
have done to yourſelf in this com- 
pliance I cannot help ſaying, altho* 
he has got your conſent, that J am 

ſorry 
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ſorry my Charlotte is to be a willing 
ſacrifice to ſuch a wretch, whoſe own 
dear, ſweet perſon has ever been the 
only object of his adoration, and his 
fondneſs for you will be ſimilar to 
what I ſhould feel was I poſſeſs'd of 
the true Venus de Medicis, merely to 
have the pleaſure of boaſting that 
ſuch a maſter- piece of perfection was 
my property we ſhall have the little 
puppy bring you to town and exhibit 
you at every public place, as the only 
means of publiſhing his own conſe- 
quence Lou muſt not be offended 
with me, my love; for I have no pa- 
tience while I think of your having 
conſented to ſuch a prepoſterous 
union, therefore P11 drop the ſubject. 

-- Leaſt 
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leaſt I ſhould take greater liberties 
than you could pardon. | 


Since you return'd into the country 
we have got a vilitor, at leaſt I may 


call him ſo, for notwithſtanding he 


does not reſide in the houſe he is ſel- 


dom abſent—he 1s one of Lord Der- 
ville's old companions, who intro- 
duced him to me as his particular 
friend, by the name of Brydone—he 
is a captain in the army, but has left 
his regiment in Yorkſhire for the ſake 
of ſpending a few months in town, 
which my Lord endeavours to render 


as agreeable as poſſible by continually 


engaging us in diſſerent parties — 


and at which employment I don't be- 
lieve 
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lieve there is his equal in the whole 


kingdom, 


How very unfortunate it was that 
I had not detain'd you here a little 
longer, as I think this very iden- 
tical captain would certainly have 
been the means of preventing you 
from diſpoſing of yourſelf to ſuch 
diſadvantage—for, Iam ſure, Buckle 
could not ſtand any chance was you 
acquainted with this Brydone; as, 
in addition to the handſomeſt figure 
you ever beheld, he has an affability 
that ingratiates him into the good 
graces of all he comes near, and a 
vivacity that renders him the life and 


foul of every ſociety—to ſuch a man 
T4 ſhould 
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ſhould I be happy to fee my ſweet 
friend united! ! 


I cannot, my dear, at any rate, 
comply with your invitation — not 
from my diſlike to your intended, I 
aſſure you, for ſuch a trifle as that 
would have but little weight when 

put in competition with my friendſhip 
for you and the knowledge of his 
having met with your approbation, 
but I am ſenſible it would be very 
diſagreeable for Lord Derville to 
leave his friend, they not having been 
together for ſome time--I therefore 
hope you will kindly diſpenſe with 
my company, and not impute my 
non-compliance to any diſreſpect ; 


for 


LORD DERVILELE, 7 
for believe me, my Charlotte, I ſtill 
retain as lively a ſenſe of our friend- 
Mmip as when we firſt entered into the 
pleaſing bonds of amity, nor know I 
a circumſtance that would give me a 
more heart-felt ſorrow than the lofs 
of thee ! 


When you have duly conſidered 
my motive for declining the happi- 
pineſs I ſhould enjoy in granting your 
requeſt, I flatter myſelf you will not 
with-hold your forgiveneſs; placing 
therefore an entire confidence in your 
good- nature to be excuſed I muſt take 
my leave, being engaged with Lord 
Derville, Lady Ann, and the Captain, 
to the opera, whom I ſhall keep wait- 


ing 
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| ing if 1 delay any longer than juſt 
to aſſure you I ſincerely wiſh I may 
be deceived in my conjectures of 
Buckle, but that his underſtanding 
may be ſo far enlightened as to be 
ſenſible of thy virtues, and then it 
will be impoſſible for him not to en- 
deavour to make you as happy as can 
be wiſhed by 


your ſincere friend, 


ARABELLA DERVILLE, 
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LEX % 
CAPTAIN BRY DON E, 


* Q 


CAPTAIN TOWNSEND. 


"EH E longer J remain ih this gay 
City, Townſend, the more regret, I 
find by experience, ſhall I feel at 
-quitting of 1t—nay I begin to wiſh 
1 had not come at all—for I have 
ruſh'd into a worſe dilemma than ever 


I did before—I fancy I was born 


under the influence of Venus, and- 


doom'd to go through all the various 


Wiciſſitudes attendant on Loye—for no 


paſtime 
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paſtime gives me ſatisfaction unleſs 
there is woman in it—and may I be 
confounded if ever I feel any vexa- 
tion but what woman is the occaſion 
of—all elſe is a mere matter of indif- 


ference and as Randolph ſays, 


I long not for the cherries on the tree, 
So much as thoſe that on a lip I ſee; 
And more affection bear JI to the roſe, 


That on a cheek, than in a garden grows. 


My unlucky ſtars have, at length, 
plac'd me in a bleſſed ſituation they 
muſt needs influence me to come to 
town and lead me to the very houſe 

where Cupid has taken up his abode, 
who, in a malicious vein, plays off 
his keeneſt darts from Lad y Derville's 


eyes, 
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eyes, and the three graces, to com- 
plete the buſineſs, have combin'd in 
her perſon to counteract every effort 
I make—in ſhort I am moſt deſpe- 
rately in love with her—reaſon, friend- 
ſhip, and the difficulty of obtaining 
her have been entirely borne away 
by this one conſideration, that ſhe is 
likewiſe ſo with me—numberleſs little 
incidents which females take no pains 
to conceal have frequently declared 


her ſentiment—Derville is too much 


the man of faſhion to pay-any great 


attention to his wife, which neglect 
in him allows me many opportunities 
of exerciſing my aſſiduity unnoticed, 
and I am ſure to have the ſmalleſt de- 


gree of politeneſs received with the 
higheſt 
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higheſt encomiums this gave me en- 
couragement to proceed until I had 
wrought myſelf to ſuch a pitch it 
was impoſſible to retract. 


Fearful, however, leaſt I ſhould 
meet a defeat I reſolv'd firſt to under- 
mine the little affection I perceiv'd ſhe 
had for him, by alarming her with 
his inconſtancy—this I thought I had 
in my power to effect, without much 


trouble, from the following circum- 


ſtance—ſome time ago he took a girl 
from her friends, and had her in 
keeping until juſt before his marriage; 
he acquainted me with the whole af- 
fair from the very beginning, and the 
difficulty he had to prevail on her to 

: accept 
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accept of a maintenance, being quite 


a heroine, deſpiſing all worldly mat- 
ters for the ſweets of love—a Sir 
Thomas Charlton was at laſt call'd 
in as a mediator, who, from know- 
ing the family prevaiPd on her to ac- 
cept his offer, and every thing was 
quietly adjuſted—they endeavoured to 
perſ uade her to retire into the country, 
which ſhe peremptorily refuſed, vow- 
ing ſhe would end her days in the 
houſe he had taken for her—this RE 
Derville has often mentioned to me, 
hinting his -wiſhes to ſee her married, 
thinking, I ſuppoſe, to make me the 
dupe for his caſt ofi—for which con- 
tempt I owe him ſome return—having 
learnt her place of reſidence I reſolved 


tO 


nee 


to try if there was no method of draw- 
ing her in for an accomplice being 
pretty well aſſur'd that revenge is the 
darling attribute of a ſlighted female's 
breaſt. 


After a few fruitleſs endeavours L 
acquir'd admiſſion into her company, 
and by taking proper opportunities 
to enveigh againſt his infidelity pre- 
ſently re- illumin'd the dying embers 
[| of her paſſion, awaken'd all the wo- 
man in her breaſt, and ſoon found 
her ripe for retaliation ; which I pro- 
miſed ſhe ſhould have by making 
him as miſerable as herſelf provided 
ſhe would ſubmit to act entirely ac- 


cording to my direction. 
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As yet J have not been enabled to 
reap any advantage from new ally, 
rather chooſing to try the ſtrengh of 
the enemy by throwing out ſome 
oblique hints, and if I find them pro- 


duce any good effect, to bring up my 


whole force and make a bold attack. 
at once] am aware of the danger of 


permiting too much intercourſe be- 


twixt the ladies, as the matter might 


then appear in a different light to 
what I wiſh it, and I be foil'd at my 
own weapons—at preſent things are 
in a flattering train and I have little 


doubt of ſucceſs, 


Having once completed my, deſigns. 
I will be as. aſſiduous to keep them 
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friends as I am now to promote a 
Night variance and ſo well am I ac- 
quainted with Derville's diſpoſition, 
that if I can but draw her to inſinuate 


her ſuſpicions, he will give ſuffici- 


ent room to. ſuppoſe it all a fact 


being above diſſimulation himſelf he 
is too proud to pay attention to am- 
biguous hints to place an entire con- 
fidence, and frankly tell him your 
thoughts, I know no man more ready 
to acknowledge an error, or willing 
to make atonement—but if he once 
finds out you harbour a ſuſpicion and 
wiſh to pry into his actions for con- 
firmation, he will take a delight in 
perplexing and leave but little room 
to doubt his being guilty—out of 

which 
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which peculiarity of temper I hope 
to inſpire her with jealouſy and him 
indifference, and ' then may Venus 
crown me with the rich reward, far 
exceeding what ſhe gave to her fa- 
vourite Paris in the beauties of the 
Grecian dame !—Farewell ! enjoy life 
while you can! ſhall ever be the in- 


variable motto of 


your's, as uſual, 


* 


FRANK. BRYDONE,. 
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LET TER EE 


> 


LADY ANN DERVILLE, 


SV 


LADY BETTY PLOMER. 


8 O much am I at a loſs for my dear 
Lady Betty, that to write to her is 
one of my chiefeſt delights, and which 
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was J embrace every time my mind is 
ſo given, ſoon ſhould I weary out 
her patience with my frivolous epiſtles; 
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therefore I keep it as a reſerve, ſure 
when nothing elſe will give me ſatis- 
faction J ſhall certainly find it in that, 

and 


CP 
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and from my ſo ſeldom intruding ſhe 


will naturally ſuppoſe I am not very. 


unhappily ſituated — another reaſon 
for my remiſſneſs is, that we are fo 
continually in company it 1s with the 
utmoſt difficulty I can ſteal an hour 
to myſelf, as my brother and his 
Lady always contrive to make me of 
their parties, which in general are of 
the livelieſt kind, for in addition to 
their own vivacity is a Captain Bry- 
done, one of George's old companions, 
whoſe ſprightly turn exceeds all I ever 
ſaw—however, my dear, it is not the 
want of agreeable amuſement that has 


been the occaſion of this letter, but 


rather to give you an intimation of an 
occurence which your friendſhip en- 
G 3 titles 
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titles-you to be acquainted with being 


of infinite concern to me—know then, 


to comprize it all in one ſhort ſen- 
tence, Sir Thomas Charlton is in 


town, has declar'd himſelf your Nan- 
cy's admirer, and made her a tender 
of his hand and heart. 


Whether it was contriv'd on pur- 


poſe I can't tell, but I was left at 


home by myſelf—a thing I don't re- 
collect had happened before ſince 1 
have been in town—Sir Thomas ſoon 
join'd me, enquir'd after the family, 
ſurpriz'd at my being alone, and a 
good deal more of ſuch chit- chat 
paſs'd between us; but he at length 
chang'd the ſubject, and taking me 


by 


LORD DERVILLE: 87 
by the hand, began nearly to this 
purpoſe : 


% My dear Lady Ann, ſuch an op- 
<* portunity as this being difficult to 
* attain can you indulge me with 
your attention for a few moments 
<* to a ſubject that nearly concerns my 


c future peace.” 


« Sir Thomas — 1 am always 
happy to——any thing in my power, 
“Sir Thomas!“ ——or ſome ſuch 
ſimple reply did I make, for the tone 
and manner which accompanied his 
words really alarm'd me, and I was 
all in a tremble—of which he luckily 
took no notice but proceeded. 
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« From my long intimacy, madam, 
„ it was impoſſible I ſhould be a 
ce ſtranger to thoſe perfections that 
«have ever dignified you beyond 
„ moſt of your ſex; my heart has 
long confeſs'd their power, and 
e been their ſilent adorer—I was proud 
of the title of friend, and it was 
% not without ſome difficulty I pre- 
4 yvaiPd on myſelf to this, leſt my 


* ambition in attempting to be more 


„ ſhould deprive me of that treaſure 


I am now permitted to enjoy—I am 


* ſenſible of your high deſert and my 
e own unworthineſs; yet fate bids me 
look up to you for happineſs—1 
o have not a heart to offer you, for 


that you have long been in poſſeſ- 


cc lion 
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* ſion of —TI boaſt not titles, nor did 
« ] ever wiſh for but one, and that's 
in thy power to beſtow-I cannot 
« deal out my affection in fine- ſpun 
« ſpeeches, being a novice in the art 
« of love, and a ſtranger to flattery ; 
but if that conduct I have purſued 
* while honoured with your friend- 
< ſhip has merited a continuation, let 
eme entreat you to let it be in a 
« dearer character, nor refuſe to the 
e integrity of the lover the bleſſing 
« you beſtow'd on the attention of 
„the friend.“ 


* This, Sir Thomas, is a language 


« ſo widely different from what I could 


* ever have expected that * 
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« You muſt forgive !—muſt, did I 


« ſay? —pardon my freedom — but 
Know, deareſt Lady, *ere you make 
* a reply, that this addreſs proceeds 


© not from the idle reſolve of the mo- 


ment, but from a long and rooted 
© affection, therefore on thy decree 


depends the happineſs or miſery of 


my future life.” 


Much more paſt which I cannot 
think of repeating, even to you, leſt 
you ſhould condemn me for being 
too forward—let it ſuffice that I gave 
him no reaſon to complain of my 
cruelty—Why ſhould I diſguiſe the 
ſentiments of my heart, or attempt 


to deny a virtuous preference—his 


known 


LORD DERVILLE, 91 
known integrity demanded I ſhould 
treat him with openneſs and candour, 
and in behaving otherwiſe I ſhould 
have done an injuſtice to his character 


and a violence to my-own diſpoſition. 


Yet, my dear, no ſooner did our 
company come home, than this mo- 
deſt, this unpreſuming Sir Thomas 
Charlton proclaim'd the whole affair 
and boaſted his ſueceſs - George ral- 
lied me a little at firſt, but Sir Tho- 
mas taking it up he fell upon him 
without mercy, though as he ſaid 
himſelf, in the height of good-nature, 
and concluded by aſſuring him he 
was thoroughly ſatisfied with his in- 
tended brother. 

Was 
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Was I but bleſs'd with your pre- 
ſence I ſhould not have a ſingle wiſh 


left to make my felicity complete 


I ſhould then enjoy a perfect happi- 
neſs—but that being more than can 
be expected in this tranſitory life, I 
muſt for the preſent reſt myſelf con- 
tented at your abſence, though I ſtill 
am, and ever ſhall be, 


your ſincere friend, 


; | ANN DERVILLE. 
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LETTER X. 


LADY D + Ba 


T O 


MRS. BUCK L. E. 


By this time I ſuppoſe, Char- 


lotte, I may tender you my compli- 


pliments and wiſhes on having com- 


menced Mrs. Buckle, and from my 


love to you he has my congratulations 


likewiſe—but I hope our ſentiments. 
are too well known to each other to. 
need any of this kind of parade, as 
it is impoſſible for you to be happier: 


than my deſires would make you. 


When 
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When I wrote laſt I was blith as a 
bird, without an idea to vex or diſ- 
turb me; but now am I perplex'd with 
doubt and uncertainty — confidence 
chides my credulity, and yet appre- 
henſion bears down all before it—I 
have heard, Charlotte; but it can 
never be, nor will I believe it-and 
yet ſome circumſtances bear a ſtrong 
reſemblance to truth—let me then, 
have your opinion, do you think 
Lord Derville ſo void of principle 
as not only to have been the very per- 
ſon who ſeduced your ſiſter, but 
that he actually viſits her now? or is 
it poſſible ſne can be ſo loſt to ſhame, 
as to ſubmit, in defiance to the cenſure 
of the world, to be ſupported by him 
a ſcate 
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a ſtate of affluence ?—and yet all 
this have I been told, and even had 
her carriage pointed out to me.—I 
have no difference in his behaviour to 
complain of, but who knows how 
long he may remain ſo—or perhaps. 
while he treats his wife with polite- 
neſs, his miſtreſs has his affections 
his civility to me may ariſe from: 
compulſion, while his whole ſoul 
may be engroſſed in ſearching op- 
portunities to adore her—were it not 
for his intereſt I moſt likely ſhould 
be caſt aſide, and he publicly pro- 
claim the object of his choice Oh! 
my ſweet friend, what a diſtreſſing 
idea although I never experienced 
any violence of love for him, yet he 
| had 
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had endear'd himſelf by a ſteady and 


uniform behaviour Heavens] how 


deceitful: is man I—1 could never 


have paid the leaſt attention had I 


heard it from any other than, his bo- 
ſom friend—he made Capt. Brydone 
his confidant, who ſtruck with the 
injuſtice of my being ſo impoſed 
upon, with. tears in his eyes ac- 
quainted me with the whole affair, 
and has kindly offered his ſervice 
to aſſiſt me in expoſing him to his 
own folly.—Write to me, Charlotte, 
adviſe me how to act, for at preſent 
I am ſo agitated betwixt the con- 
tending paſſions of hope and fear, 
that I cannot come to any deter- 
mination, Adieu! 

ARABELLA DERVILLE. 
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LET IHE AE 

CAPTAIN,BRYDONE, 
T9 

CAPTAIN TOWNSEND. 


He that is robb'd, not wanting what is flo!'n, 


Loet him not know't, and he's not robb'd at all. 


AN excellent text, Townſend, to 
prove Lord Derville will not be in- 
jured in my taking a ſample of his 
ſuperabundant delicacies—know it he 
ſhall not, unleſs he gets peeping 
where he has no buſineſs, and to want 
my ſtolen pleaſures while he poſſeſſes 
ſuch a treaſure is impoſſible—Me- 
thinks I hear you ſay, I talk as if the 
. | game 
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game was won-it is as good, you 
rogue — for madam 1s quite in a 
fret, with an implicit faith in me, 
and acts entirely under my direction. 
I have with ſome little difficulty 
fairly perſuaded her that he keeps 
Miſs Marnsdown—-proteſted violently 
he had entruſted me with the ſecret ; 
and, as a coroborating circumſtance, 
took her to ſee an elegant vis-a-vis, 
which I affirmed he had purchaſed 
for her uſe; and afterwards contriv'd 
to let her ſee my little agent 1n 1t, 
having hired it of the coach maker 
for that purpoſe—this was a maſter- 
ſtroke, my boy, as it rivetted her 
confidence, and put my veracity 


beyond a doubt. 
It 
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It was with ſome difficulty I pre- 
vail'd upon her to give up a deſire of 


an interview, as the ladies I find were 


formerly intimate. Now though Miſs 


Marnsdown 1s at preſent all I can 
wiſh, and ready to undertake what- 
ever I adviſe, yer I don't think it 


prudent to truſt them together, for 


were they left to themſelves, reſent- 


ment might ſubſide, and affection 
for the once lov'd object preponde- 


rate, which would puta period to all 


my hopes at once. 


J have taken care to put it out of 
her power to plead being a ſtranger 
to my paſſion, having frequently, 
together with many other little infinu- 
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ations, aſſured her that nothing but 
my ſuperior attachment to her could 
have ſeduced me to betray the ſe- 
crets of my friend; that, ſhock'd at 
the abuſe of ſuch perfection, my 
heart forcibly pleaded her cauſe, and 
that I ſhould have held myſelf equally 
criminal had I ftill encouraged his 


ingratitude. 


Flattery, tinctured with ſentiment, 
is of too powerful a nature for any 
woman to withſtand, and I now only 


wait a proper opportunity to give 
a convincing proof of it, being fully 
determined, whenever that occurs, to 
make a bold puſh, and like a true 
ſon of Venus, either enjoy the glo- 

rious 
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rious conqueſt, or meet a total diſ- 
comfiture. Soon you may expect to 
hear the conſequence of my enter- 
prize, as it is a very eaſy matter for 
us to be alone, the reſt of them are 
too much engaged with Sir Thomas 
Charlton, who has come to town on 
purpoſe to make an offer to Derville's 
ſiſter, which is well received on all 
ſides, and the match, I take it, will 


will ſoon be concluded on. 


This Charlton, Jack, is the very 
perſon you may remember I was ſul- 
picious of on my firſt acquaintance 
with Lucy—he prides himſelf on his 
honour and integrity, and is very 
ſevere upon thoſe who are guilty of 
: H 3 a breach 
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a breach of them. Derville very 
often rallies him upon his ſolidity, yet 
he poſſeſſes a very high eſteem and 
makes him his confidant in every 
thing he does. "Ns 

Was it not for his being pretty 
much engaged in his own affairs with 
Lady Ann, I ſhould be very happy 
to get him into the country again, as 
I am certain he is maſter of more 
penetration than would be of ſervice 
to my cauſe; for as it is, I have 
caught him obſerving Lady Der- 
ville's behaviour to me, but, however, 
his time is at preſent too much taken 
up for me to apprehend any danger 
of a diſcovery, and I am too well 


apprized 
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apprized of the hazard of making 
long delays, to put it in his power 


hereafter. 


But haſt thou no news ?—never a 
ſingle line ? I tell you what, my friend, 
I ſhall begin to grow ſuſpicious that 


you don't deal fairly by me, and 


if ſo, adieu to all correſpendence 


with, 


your's, as uſual, 


F. BRYDONE, 


H 4 E 
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LETTER I 


MEL, VYULMKLD, 
10 


L. HTH. 


SURELY, my dear Lady Derville 
cannot be ſo much an enemy to her 
own peace and quiet as to perplex 
herſelf with ſuch idle ſuſpicions take 
my word for it, my dear, that Bry- 
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ſome deep deſign which he means to 
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accompliſh by your credulity. —You 

acknowledge his Lordſhip ſtill main- 

tains that uniformity of behaviour 
by 
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by which he had endear'd himſelf, 
and that he has never given you any 


viſible cauſe to doubt his fincerity ; 


can you then be ſo weak, ] mult ſay 
ſo truly ridiculous, to make yourſelf 
uneaſy at an idle ſtory without any 
reaſonable foundation; propagated 
by an acknowledged rake with a de- 


ceitful countenance, and whole only 


convincing proof was a carriage that 
might as well belong to any other 
- perſon as my poor unhappy ſiſter, or 
made for any other Lord as Lord 
Derville—he told you it was for them, 
and you believed it—have a care, my 
dear friend, of paying to much credit 
co ſuch reports—be cautious left 
Lord Derville ſhould hear of your 


being 
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being ſo ready to believe any tale to 
his diſadvantage, and that he has 
ſo little of your good opinion fear 
you would find it a fatal ſtroke to 
thy future happineſs—nothing can be 
a greater ſtab to the nice feeling mind, 
than to be unjuſtly ſuſpected by thoſe 
they love—want of confidence has 
changed numberleſs dear friends to 
mortal enemies, and how many once- 
happy couples, through that alone, 
have become miſerable ; avoid it then 
as a precipice from which you are 
ſure to fall—if Doubt has taken har- 
bour in your breaſt, and you find it 
dificult to eradicate him from his 
aſſumed abode, open your heart to 
his Lordſhip, make him acquainted 

with 
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with all you have heard, and my life 


upon it you will reap more real ad- 
vantage, even allowing it to be a 
fact, in ſuch a reliance upon his 
honour, than in all the methods of 
oppoſition you can purſue—his gene- 
roſity is acknowledged by all the 
world, and how inconſiſtent 1s it for 
you to ſuppoſe he would be leſs ſo to 
her he has ever treated with reſpect, 


veneration, and, notwithſtanding what 


you have now taken in your head, 


the tendereſt aſſiduity. 


Let me hear, I beſeech you, by the 
next poſt, that you are happy again 


in yourſelf; give your ſuſpicions to 


the wind, and treat the officious 


Bry done 
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Brydone with the contempt he merits. 
Happy ſhould | be had I ſuch honour 


and integrity to depend on that you 


have; but we ought not to repine at 
what Fate has allotted us, and I hope 
I ſhall always maintain a ſufficient 


reſolution to endeavour to render that 


as eaſy as poſſible, which has fell to 
her, who is now obliged to ſubſcribe 
herſelf, 


your truly affectionate 


CHARLOTTE BUCKLE, 


L. ET. 
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My dear Charlotte, 


Your Letter is a far more con- 
vincing proof of the goodneſs of your 
own heart, than a juſt idea of my 
cauſe for ſaſpicion—as I am now fully 
j convinced of the baſeneſs of Lord 
Derville; a recent circumſtance, the 
particulars of which I have ſent you, 
has put it beyond a doubt. 


We 


110 MEMOTRS OF 


We all went to the play laſt night, 
and who ſhould be in the oppoſite 
box but, I will not call her your 
ſiſter, Miſs Marnsdown—Sir Thomas 
Charlton ſoon eſpy'd her, and I ob- 
ferv*d whiſpered Lord Derville ; when 
inſtantly guilt, yes, Charlotte, con- 
ſcious guilt, flew in his face, and diſ- 
_ concerted him for the whole evening. 
You will hardly believe the alteration 
it made—inftead of his uſual gaiety 
he ſcarcely opened his lips during the 
performance, but appeared totally ta- 
ken up with obſerving her Sir Tho- 
mas attended Lady Ann and me home 
in the coach, and expected we were 
followed by his Lordſhip and Cap- 
tain Brydone, but ſaw nothing of 
them. 


DP 
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them for near an hour and a half.— 
Judge, my love, what I felt during 
this interval—my pride was rous'd at 
this public neglect, for it was too 
plain what had detain'd him, and I 
had the greateſt difficulty to prevent 
my uneaſineſs Fom being obſerv'd 


at laſt in he came quite in high ſpirits; 


this was an inſult I could not brook, 


therefore pleaded a pain in my head 


and retired. 


Little reſt had I the whole night, 


being chiefly ſpent with conſidering 


in what manner I ſhould act, as I 


was fully determined not to put up 


with ſuch contemptuous marks of 
indignity. 


In 
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In the morning he aſſum'd that de- 
ceitful calmneſs he is always maſter 
of, and with all the tender complai- 
fance, as though he had really been 


concern'd, hoped I had loſt my laſt 


night's complaint, 


« A complaint of that nature, my 
« Lord, is not ſo eaſily got rid of.” 


J am ſorry for 1t—I thought it 


had only been a flight head- ach, oc- 


* caſioned by the heat of the play- 
„ houſe, and that a night's reſt would 


have ſet all well again.” 


« A night's reſt but whatever 1 


« ſuffer is of no conſequence to you.“ 


« Why 


LORD PERVILLE T3; 

« Why ſo, my dear Lady ?—I am 

& ſyre I ſhould be extremely unhappy 
to have any thing affect you.” 


This palpable deceit, my Lord, 
« is ridiculous — When once indif- 
4 ference has taken root, it is of too 
« quick a growth to be long conceal'd, 
but 1s ſoon perceivable in defiance 
of all the art that may be us'd to 


„ gloſs it over.“ 


Very true, madam; and was I 
< maliciouſly inclin'd I ſhould con- 
* clude you. had taken this oppor- 
* tunity to convince me all art was 
* ungeceſſary and heid as too con- 
* temptivle for your notice.“ 
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Rather ſuppoſe your art is not ſuf- 
* ficient to keep me in ignorance.” 


«© Upon my word, Lady Derville, 
« Tam entirely at a loſs to compre- 
«© hend your meaning — but in my 
* opinion we had better drop the 
* ſubject, as I cannot perceive we 
* ſhall -'ther gain any advantage by 


* 4 continuation.” 


„Was you, my Lord, as tenacious - 
« of diſadvantage in all your actions, 
« I preſume you would find no true 
& benefit. in keeping a miſtreſs.” 


] am quite of your way of think- 
<< ing in that however, as I poſitively 
don't 
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8 \ | 
&« don't imagine I ſhould reap any ad- 
vantage whatever pleaſure there 


might be in ſuch a tranſaction.” 


« You may endeavour to make a 
« jeſt of it, my Lord, but I am con- 
« vinc'd of its being a fact nor will 
« you derive any great credit from 
« ſuch a procedure, notwithſtanding 
« the pomp you are pleas'd to ſupport 


„her in.“ 


« By heaven's, madam “ 


„ Nay it is in vain to make a de- 

„ nial—I have long been acquainted 
with it, have ſeen the perſon, and 
come to a determinate reſolution, 
„ . « for 
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« for think not, my Lord, I will ſub. 
* mit to live a ſharer in your eſteem 
© with a proſtitute,” 


If, Lady Derville, you have ſo 
<« little confidence in my honour, and 
e have meanly ſtoop'd to harbour 
e ſuch vague ſuſpicions, know I am 
* too proud cf ſoul to convince you 
&« of your error, and whatever may 
be your reſolutions they are alike 


© indifferent.” 


This aggravation is beyond bear- 


ing, and you may reſt aſſur'd I ſhall 


« ſeek redreſs.” 


As you think proper, madam.” 
Now 
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Now, Charlotte, can you doubt 
the truth of his infidelity, or the juſ- 


tice of Captain Brydone's accuſation ? 


when he even himſelf does not deny 


it, but treated me and my wrongs 
with the higheſt contempt what can 
I do ?—it is impoſſible to think of 
continuing with him under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances—T have ſo many different 
reſolutions croud on my heated ima- 
gination that I cannot place a deter- 


mination on any. 


Suppoſe I was to wait on Henrietta, 
or have him watch'd there, and then 


by detecting him put it out of his 


power of denying it—after which to 


acquaint Sir William with my ill- 
12 treatment 
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treatment and inſiſt on a ſeparation— 
yet why ſhould I make him miſerable! 
he thought it would have been for 


the happineſs and advantage of his 


daughter, nor ever conceiv'd he was 
perſuading her to an alliance with a 
perſon who would ſo ſoon treat her 
as an out- caſt wretch beneath his no- 
tice, and leave her neglected for the 


arms of a wanton-I ſcarcely know 


what I write, therefore muſt conclude; 


pardon all errors, and believe me, 


your ſincere friend, 


£ | ARABELLA DERVILLE. 


LE T- 
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LET FER Atv: 


CAPTAIN BRY DON E, 
| T O 


CAPTAIN TOWNSEND. 


Maoſt noble Captain, 


I HAVE the honour to inform you 
that after every neceſſary preparation 
was made, for ſtorming the garriſon, 
the commander in chief thought fit to 
capitulate and I am now in actual poſ- 
ſeſſion of the town—or in other words, 
ſucceſs has crown'd my wiſhes and 
Lady Derville's my own—one little 
manœuvre completed the buſineſs. 
Finding 
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Finding her almoſt work'd up to 
my purpoſe J carefully watch'd every 
occurrence that was likely to keep 


her ſuſpicions alive it was propos'd 


to go to the play, I ſeconded it and 


offer'd to ſecure ane was ac- 
cepted—away flew I and prevail'd on 
Miſs Marnsdown to attend in the op- 
polite box—She was ſoon perceiv'd 


by the whole groupe—Lady Derville 


pouted and paid more attention to her 
and Derville than to the performance; 
he, as though he had been an acceſ- 
ſory to the plot, was remarkable dull 
the whole evening, which I conceiv'd 


her ladyſhip would attribute to a 


cauſc that might prove of more eſſen- 


tial ſer vice to me than all the rhetoric I 


could 


LOKUV DOENRGTLEY 121 
could diſplay in a twelvemonth, and 
to prevent it from loſing any of the 
effect, as we were following them in 
his chariot, I requeſted him to ſtop at 
the St. James Coffee-houſe, thinking 
it very probable that ſhe would ſuſ- 
ſpect we were in another quarter 
After delaying about an hour I pre- 
tended to give over all thoughts of 
the 'perſon I wanted to ſee, and we 
proceeded home in tolerable ſpirits— 
1 then found my ſcheme had taken 
beyond my moſt ſanguine expecta- 
tions, for her ladyſhip cemplained of 
a ſhight indiſpoſition and retired al- 
moſt as ſoon as we went in—T could 
plainly read in her countenance the 


violent agitation 'of her mind. 
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I calPd as uſual in che morning and 
found Derville alone quite in the 
dumps—T rallied him for ſome time, 
to no purpoſe, to find out how far 
matters had proceeded, as I doubted 
not being acquainted with the ſource 
from whence his dulneſs ſprang- Sir 
Thomas Charlton coming in they 


agreed to take a ride—I declin'd be- 


ing of the party, having other game 


in view—they ſoon left me, and 1 
ſent up name and requeſted to ſee her 
ladyſhip—I was preſently admitted to 
her dreſſing room, where I found the 
gentle goddeſs almoſt drown'd in 
tears—ſhe was full of complaints at 
his treatment—told me ſhe had up- 


braided him with his infidelity and 
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that inſtcad of denying it he had 
treated her in a very ludricous man- 


ner. 


This was the long wiſh'd for mo- 
ment and I was too ſenfibie of its 
value to let it paſs, therefore caiting 
myſelf at her feet] declar'd the arden- 
cy of my paſſion in the moit eloquent 
manner I was maſter of her tongue 
refus'd its office, but her eyes ſpake 
a language a lover could not miſtake; 
I gently preſs'd her hand, claſp'd her 
to my panting breaſt, and rov'd from 
one liberty to ancther till, in profuſion 
ef ſoul, ſhe gave me all I aſk*d—A 
few execrations at her own folly you 
know was natural to follow, but thoſe 


were 
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were ſoon quieted, by my making 
ſtrong proteſtations of everlaſting 
truth and fidelity, and a few hints of 
its being nothing more than retalia- 
tion upon the ingrate Derville—as we 
are all apt to look on that fide of the 
queſtion which ſuits our own purpole, 
no wonder that her ladyſhip was ſo 


inclin'd in this inftance—I know it 


always was and ever will be the 
maxim with | 


your's, as uſual, 


FRANK BRYDONR. 


LET 
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LET 6 AV. 


LADY U 
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MRS. BUCELE.S 


My dear Charlotte, 
T E aggravation I continually 


experience from Lord Derville, will, 
in the end, deprive me of all patience; 
his indifference and careleſſneſs of 
manner are beyond conception not- 
withſtanding the preſent diſagreeable 
terms we are upon he makes no kind 
of difference in his behaviour, only 
carefully avoiding any private alter- 

| cation 
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cation—takes part in every diverſion 
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pany, and appears perfectly at eaſe— 
indeed he ſeems to enjoy my unhap- 
pineſs, which, in ſpight of all diſ- 
ſimulation, can plainly be diſcern'd— 
but it ſhall not long be ſo. PII repay 
him ſcorn for ſcorn—l'll no longer 
be the quiet, eaſy, neglected, domeſtic 
wife, live in ſuch a ſecluded line, nor 


deprive myſelf of enjoying thoſe paſ- 
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times ſuitable to my rank. 
1 J am reſolv'd, in future, faſhion, | 
i cards, attending company abroad and ; 
l receiving them at home ſhall employ | 
l thoſe hours that have been hitherto | 
| waſted in hopes of obtaining a life 
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of tranquility—he ſhall ſoon find the 
effects of his perfidy yet how weak 
mult I be ever to have expected con- 
ſtancy from one of his general cha- 


racter — vainly proud of my own 


conſequence I deſpis'd the idea that 


his then changeableneſs would be pro- 


ductive of any after uneaſineſs- that 


part of his diſpoſition you very juſtly 


intimated- but where is that honour, 


that generoſity you endow*'d him with 
in your laſt?—what was my treat- 
ment in attempting to place a con- 


fidence in that honour. 


I was very particular in tranſ- 
mitting to you the whole converſa- 
tion that you might be fully ſatis- 
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fied I do not complain without a 
cauſe, nor wiſh to repreſent him worſe. 


than he really is. 


As yet you have not anſwered my 
laſt—why don't you write ?- to re- 
fuſe me your advice, your aſſiſtance 
in my preſent ſituation is downright 
cruelty, and no way conſiſtent with 
the amiable conduct and affable diſ- 
poſition that always ſhone forth in my 
lovely friend. 


Sir Thomas Charlton leaves us to- 
morrow, and, I find his lordſhip in- 
tends to accompany him, but how 


far, or for how long, I cannot pre- 


tend to ſay, as I have heard nothing 
more 
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more of it than what has paſs'd 
in general converſation, nor indeed 
do I expect to be acquainted with the 
particulars as that will be a conde- 
ſcenſion beneath his high ſpirit, and 
what I am not held worthy of—yet I 
can't ſay but if he does go without 
taking any kind of notice I ſhall be 
molt terribly mortified. 


I hope my Charlotte will forgive 
my perplexing and teaſing her with 
my unhappineſs, but where ſhall I 
pour my complaints if they are ex- 
cluded her friendly breaſt - Let me, 
however, beſeech you not to permit 
them to be any alloy to your peace 
and happineſs, though from the con- 


VOL. II. K cluſion 
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cluſion of your laſt favour J am in 


ſome kind of doubt whether all is 
quite right with you, but if ſo, per- 
| mit not mine to be an addition, as 
you have any regard for” 


your truly affectionate 


ARABELLA DERVILLE. 


LET- 
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4% ET TERS 
LADY ANN DERVII I E, 
9 


LADY BETTY PLOMER. 


AT length, my dear Plomer, I 
flatter myſelf that I ſhall have an op- 
portunity of being once more with 
you, as my brother made no objection 
when I expreſſed a deſire to return 
into the country, and the ſooner I 
can accompliſh it, the greater will be 
my ſatisfaction, for there is a ſtrange 
alteration in this houſe—George and 
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my Lady having been at variance for 
ſome days paſt—he is very unhappy, 
though he ſeems to treat it with the 


utmoſt | indifference | and contempt, | 


which meets with a ſimilar return on 


her part. 


Sir Thomas and I were fitting to- 
gether the other evening in the draw- 
ing- room, when in he came, and 
threw himſelf into a chair I was ter- 
ribly alarmed, as was Sir Thomas, 
and begg'd to know the cauſe of his 
uneaſineſs -e offered to get ſome 
aſſiſtance, fearing he might be taken 
ill, but he | refuſed having any— 
after ſitting ſome little time he ex- 
claimed out 8 


—— — 


* By 


4c 
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& By heaven I cannot bear it!“ 


% Bear what? (replied Sir Tho- 


mas) why do you keep your com- 


plaint a ſecret?ꝰ 


2M o Tom! I am miſerable !— 


44 
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what I always dreaded is come to 
paſs Lady Derville has forſook 


thoſe engaging charms of the ami- 


able companion, and aſſum'd the 
ſupercilious airs of the overbearing 


wife.“ 


“ fancy you have forſaken the 
plain road of good ſenſe, and got 
into the elaborate path of inco- 
herencies, determined no one ſhall 

«© be 
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« be able to comprehend your fuf- 
“ ferings.” 


«© Take care you do no experience 
e them—there's that little vixen by 
« your ſide will ſoon give you reaſon 
« to complain—but you are not mar- 
<« ried yet—be ruPd by me—avyoid 
* the whole ſex—they are like an 
« April day, more ſtorm than calm— 
„the certain bane of a man's peace 
and happineſs.” - 


« What have I done, George ?— 
« PmſureI am unconſcious of having 
committed any thing to offend 


33 


you. 
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<« My dear I believe you—you are 
a good girl, a very good girl, and 
I love you—ſo does Charlton, yet 
if he wiſhes his affection to con- 


tinue he muſt never marry.” 


« ] really believe, Derville, you 
are mad—will you deſcend to com- 
mon ſenſe and tell us what 1s the 
matter? 

EO ht 
« The matter !—a mere trifle in 
the eyes of the world, but with 


me it is of the higheſt concern 


Lady Derville and I have quar- 


rell'd, that's all—but the conſe- 
quence of which 1s we ſhall never 
be friends again.” 


K 4 « R: 0 
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bs Ridiculous !—1 ſhall ſoon hear 
« you tell another ſtory—but what 
tricks have you been at to offend 
<« her 2” 


None, Charlton !—ſhe has took 
in her head I keep a miſtreſs, and 
refuſed me the liberty to deny it 
Wy treated me in a manner contrary, 


0 


AQ 


„in my opinion, to what became 
« her character, and what I ought 
to have received.” = 


There muſt be fome | miſtake— 


« 


A 


let me go and talk to your Lady.” 


« Firſt, Sir Thomas, take a retro- 
ſpeet view of iſ conduct, and 


cc anſwer 


E 14 
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anſwer me this, has my behaviour, 
in any manner, been of that nature 
to encourage ſuch a ſuſpicion] * 


Indeed I can't ſay it has.” 
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Then I beg ſhe may be left to her 
credulity—it muſt have come from 
report, or a whim of her own—in 
either caſe ſhe deſerves to ſuffer, 
for if it was report ſhe certainly 
ſhould” have employed her own 
judgment, and not been led 
away ſhe knew not why, and if 
it ſprung from a capricious hu- 


mour to ſhew her conſequence, let 


her enjoy the effect of it—lIt is 


not the product of the preſent 


© moment 
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„moment, having occur'd before 
% our ride this morning, but the 
% haughtineſs of her carriage as I juſt 
<6 paſſed gave me ſuch an idea of 
the life I'm doom'd to, that I 
* could not contain myſelf however 
I beſeech you both not to take any 


« further notice of it.“ 


We both gave him our promiſe we 
would not, and I was in hopes it 
might have blown over in a day or 
two, but he is ſo very tenacious of 
having his honour ſuſpected, and ſhe 
treats him with ſo much coolneſs, 
that in my opinion it rather grows 
worſe, though neither of them ſeem 


to take any kind of notice, but at- 
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tend company as uiual; at which 
time, if there is any difference in their 
behaviour, it is in an encreaſe of 
their civility, being ſometimes re- 
markably polite to each other. 


I cannot think but ſhe is very 
blamable in her ſuſpicions—from | 
whence they took their riſe, or on 
what ſhe grounds them I cannot 
imagine, for he ſcarcely ever goes out 
but what Sir Thomas Charlton or 
Captain Brydone is with him. 


This Captain appears to be al- 
ways particularly aſſiduous with her 
Ladyſhip, and pays more attention 
than I ſhould approve of, were I in 


either 
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either her's or George's place—T don't 
like to be cenſorious, but I am of 
Half an opinion that he is at the 
bottom of all this miſchief. 


Sir Thomas remained longer in 
town than was his firſt intention, in 
expectation of meeting with his Grace 
'of G. but on receiving a letter from 
the venerable Lady Charlton, in which 
ſhe informed him that ſhe was very 
much indiſpoſed and expreſſed a de- 
fire for his return, he fat off this 
morning and George is gone part of 
the way with him. 


My brother has faithfully promiſed 
that in the courſe of a few days he 


will 
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will bring me down to you, therefore 
am I in the moſt ſanguine hopes that 
before long I ſhall have it in my power 
perſonally to tell my dear Lady Betty 
how much I have regretted the loſs 
of her ſweet company, and to enu- 
merate the many hours that have been 
a total vacuity which her deſircable 
preſence would ſo amply have engag'd. 
With the greateſt pleaſure ſhall I bid 
adieu to this - confuſed metropolis, 
pleas'd with the idea of once more 
enjoying eaſe, peace, content, and, 
that which comprizes more than all 
the reſt, the bleſſing of your ever 
valuable ſoeiet ry. 
your ſincere friend, 
ANN DERVILLE. 


LE T- 
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* 


ER OMm.. 


L o Der, 
To 


SIR THOMAS CHARL TON. 


Oh, Charlton ! 


My heart will burſt! Emy torture 
is inexpreſſible to be thus betray'd! 
by thoſe in whoſe faith I ſhould have 


thought my foulifecure, is too much 


for mortal fortitude to withſtand 1—I 
cannot bear it !—the more I reflect 
the more it preys upon my vital ſpi- 
rits and incapacitates me from every 
reſolve !—would you not almoſt think 


It 


Tas 2.4 
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it incredible. that Brydone, he whom 
I. have cheriſh*d almoſt from my in- 
fancy, ſhould prove to me, his friend, 
his patron, the worſt of villains! and 
the once engaging Lady Derville, a 
proſtitute, a wanton to his pleaſures? 
By heaven had the whole world re- 
ported it I ſhould have thought their 
characters traduc'd, and the tale a 
lie—but I ſaw—yes, to my confuſion 
I was an eye witnels to their infamy 
and my cifgrace, | 


If I can ſufficiently compoſe myſelf 
I'll give you the particulars, as far 
as I know, of this hell-born tranſ- 
action After I parted with you I. 
return'd immediately home—enquir'd 
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who was in the houſe—was told Cap- 
tain Brydone had been there fame 
time—I ſearch'd one room, then an- 
other, but to no purpoſe, and. eon- 
eluded he might have gone out again 
without being perceiv'd by the ſer- 


vants. 


I was upon the eve of returning 
out with a view of obtaining an, hour 
or two's. amuſement, when, on paſ- 
ſing her ladyſhip's dreſſing room, I 
inadvertently turn'd in, and there, 
Charlton, was a ſcene that almoſt 
petrified me I was ſtruck motionleſs 
for ſome moments, and lucky it was 
on my feculties return I had no ſword, 
or, in my firſt heat, murder would 
have 
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have been the certain confequence— 
he flew to his and drew it, naturally 
expecting ſome ſuch ſalute, but my 
rage ſubſiding, I opened my breaſt 
and bid him complete the buſineſs he 
had begun, and fend the wretched 
Derville after his injured honour.— A 
filence enſued, but on finding my 
feelings were likely to be too forcibly 
oppreſſed by their ingratitude I re- 
tired, leaving them rogether — yes, 
he who, at one time, would have 
quarreled with ſtraws, where honour 
was concerned, quietly withdrew hike 
a baſe paltroon from the vile conta- 


minator of his lawful bed.—I had 


fome thoughts of demanding, what 


the world calls ſatisfaction, but is it 
6 poſſible 
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poſſible he can be ſo Joſt to every tie 
of gratitude as to meet me on ſuch 
terms; or indeed how can I lift up 
my hand againſt the life of a man 
who has ever been as dear to me as 
though he was my brother certain 
this act is the more attrocious in him, 
and calls for greater vengeance But 
what ſatisfaction, ſhould I be ſucceſſ. 
ful, could I receive from beholding 
him bleeding in the field ?—or provi- 
ded it ſhould be terminated without 
ſuch ſerious conſequence, would my 
wrongs be in the leaſtvabated by re- 
flecting, chat he had courage, or obſti- 
5N in his guilt, ſufficient to lead 
ge with a reſolution of ſtanding. 
. 

e Derville- 
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Derville would be as criminal as be- 
fore, my ſenſe of the injury as great, 
nor my unhappineſs on the occaſion 
at all appeaſed—and even this is ma- 
king the beſt of ſuch ſatisfaction, neg- 
lecting the idea that the aggrieved 
has an equal chance to fall with the 
aggreſſor. | 


Was it for this, Tom, that ſhe 
accuſed me of keeping a miſtreſs ? 
was her feigned ſuſpicion aſſumed 
purpoſely to prevent my being too 
eircumſpect, and by making home 
diſagreeable, drive me abroad, that 
ſhe might have more opportunities of 
entertaining her paramour, and at the 
ſame time an occaſion to complain to 
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the world of my negle&t—to ſhadow 


her guilt with a circulation of my 


inconſtancy, is a fpecies of art beyond 
what I could have ſuppoſed to have 
been in her nature. But then, was 
ſhe not aſſiſted by the ingenuity of 


that perfidious ſcoundrel, and who can 


tell what he may have aſſerted to ac- 
compliſh his ends? perhaps he actually 
perſuaded her into a belief of what ſhe 
accuſed me know he has a cunning 
that will impoſe on the moft wary 
—yet, allowing that to be the caſe, 
it is no extenuation of her guilt, for 
had ſhe never have given him encou- 
ragement the leaſt liberty was more 
than he dared preſume to take—trifles 
granted at firſt are frequently the 

founda- 
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foundation for the greateſt fami- 
liarities ; and the female who wiſhes 
to preſerve her virtue ſhould as 
cautiouſly guard againſt a conſtant 
repetition of the ſlighteſt freedom, as 
ſhe would againſt an attempt of the 
higheſt complexion; for liberties pro- 
ceed in ſuch a regular gradation, 
that ſhe will in.the end find no more 
difficulty in granting the laſt favour 
than ſhe had formerly experienced 
in the firſt, —Flattety is the bane of 
the whole ſex, and fo tenacious are 
they of being deprived of the leaſt 
particle, that they will ſet prudence 
at defiance and frequently ſacrifice 
their honour rather than relinquiſh 
the groſſeſt bait. N 

L 2 But 
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But why ſhould I perplex my ſelf 
with their foibles, or teaze you by re- 
counting ſuch inſignificant remarks— 
yet when the mind is over-burtheneq 
it will naturally purſue thoſe ideas 
which ſeem to bear a reſemblance 
with the cauſe of its uneaſineſs, and 
frequently debate upon trifles, though 
its own concerns are of the higheſt 
magnitude, 


This has been my preſent caſe , I 


could dwell on indifferent ſubjects 


while I cannot bear the reflection of 
my own fſituation—To be the very 
wretch I always dreaded !—and that 
in ſuch early days I- Had I not be- 
haved with the greateſt circumſpec- 


tion, 


— Fries" Is <= ſa 
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tion, but proceeded in the random 
line I had been uſed to, 1t would not 
have ſo much affected me but to be 
rendered miſerable in ſpight of all my 
endeavours, and that by a boſom 
friend I—it is too much—I muſt lay 
down the pen, unable to write any 
more, being quite fick at heart.!— 
Adieu ! N 


your's, as uſual, 


DER VILLE. 


114 LE N. 


1532 MEMOTR'S O 


LETTER ME 


M R S. BUCK 1 E, 
T o 


H $$» 


My dear Arabella, 


ALTHOUGH] am griev'd at the 


indifference of Lord Derville and 
your unhappineſs, yet I cannot think 
your own behaviour defenſible—ſo far 
from it, that, to judge from the ab- 
ſtract you ſent me, I muſt condemn 
you as highly reprehenſible, for fly- 
ing to extremities when they might 
have been avoided—T am. {till of opi- 


nion 
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nion that had you candidly acquainted 
his lordſhip with the cauſe of your 
ſuſpicion all would have ended ami- 
cably—not in that menacing. manner 
you unfortunately took, but rather 
-as though you were truſting him with 
the ſecret in confidence—for men, my 
love, I mean thoſe of integrity, are 
-of a lordly caft, nor will ſuffer the 
Jeaſt of their conſequence to be taken 
forcibly from them, yet only place a 
reliance on their honour and they will 
deny you nothing, endeavour to oblige 
and you may almoſt guide them at 
pleaſure. | 9 


Let me, before I give any anſwer 
to your queſtion aſk, whether, in your 


Con- 
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<onſcience you have a juſt con- 
vincing reaſon for - doubting his 
-honour and gene roſity. 5 


I am apprehenfive there is ſome 
deteſtable wretch, ſome perfiduous 


enemy to your eternal peace has 
poiſon'd your mind with accumu- 
lated falſities, for I cannot conceive 
from all you have ſaid he is guilty of 
the accuſation, 


To ſpeak freely, I do not like your 
connection with Brydone, his making 
himſelf ſo aſſiduous, has to me a very 
ſingular appearance — no doubt did 
you entertain of Lord Derville till 
he inſpired you with it—no proof of 
his 
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His inconſtancy but what he has been 
concern'd in procuring have a care, 
my dear Bella, you do not become 
a dupe to his artifice, and too late be 
convinc'd he has only been plotting 
your deſtruction. 


As for what you obſerv'd at the 
play-houſe, on which you place great 
ſtreſs, I cannot perceive the leaſt 
impropriety, for if my ſiſter, poor, 
unhappy wretch ! does exiſt in a life 
of infamy, was it any thing more than 
what was natural for him, who had 


known her in a different line, to be- 


hold her with inward compaſſion, 
and that pity which aroſe from the 
Soodneſs of his heart, you muſt 
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conſtrue as a convincing — of 
his n, but 


Trifles light as air, 


Are to the jealous confirmations ſtrong, 


As proofs'of holy writ ; 


which never would have been thy 


caſe had you been guided by your 


own diſpoſition—for no breaſt was 
more open to the diſtreſſes of a friend 


or ready to ſhare in their ſufferings 
than thine—be* ruPd by me, throw 
this aſſum'd credulity aſide, be once 
more yourſelf and happineſs will 


again return. 


I am very much diſtreſſed by Hen- 
rietta's miſconduct, and will do all 


in 
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in my power to draw her back to 
peace, and the purſuits of virtue, 
my mama being willing to receive 
her with kindneſs—if, therefore, you 
can learn her place-of reſidence, and 
convey her a letter, which I will 
ſend to you by the next poſt, I ſhall 


eſteem it a favour. 


That I may obtain my ends with 
her, and likewiſe hear of your diſa- 
greements being come to a happy 
termination, is the ſincere wiſh of 


your affectionate 


cHARLOT TE BUCKLE. 


LET. 


* 
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„ LETTER I 


LORD DERLVELLY, 
195 T 0 


8 IR THOMAS CHART ON. 


Dear Charlton, 


A FTER mature deliberation, I 
find myſelf much eafter, and more re- 
conciled to the late affair than I 
imagined would have been the caſe— 
but why ſhould I be unhappy for 
their crimes—1s not the injury ſuffi- 
cient, without bearing the pangs of 
their ingratitude and gult—no let 
them ſuffer, and be brought to a true 


ſenſe 
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ſenſe of their error; repent, and meet 


forgiveneſs—for my part I ſhall en- 


deavour to avoid them, forget, as far 


as is in my power, that we ever were 


connected, and leave them unmo- 


leſted to follow their own libidinous 


purſuits, 


J have ſeen her but once ſince, 


which interview I requeſted, having 


* 


come to a reſolution in what manner 


I ſhould proceed She met me in the 


drawing- room, rather, as I thought, 


with an air of ſullenneſs than con— 


trition—but however as that was 


a matter of little or no conſequence, 


I began nearly to the following 
effect: 5 | 
8 «IM 
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4 * 


«c 


« It would be needleſs, Lady Der- 
ville, to expatiate on my ſurprize 


or feelings on the diſcovery I have.. 


made, it is ſufficient to ſay I am: 
too well acquainted with the fact 
for you to attempt a.denial—lI have 
not requeſted this interview, ma- 
dam, with an intent either to 
offend or upbraid you, or for 
fruitleſs altercation ; but merely to 
acquaint you with the reſolution F 
have taken, and the methods I 
intend to purſue, 

% Although my honour was un- 
fortunately treated with careleſs- 
neſs, yet ſhall I feel a remorſe in 


_ expoſing your frailty, and ſurren- 
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dering you up to the ſcoff of the 


wotld—It is neceſſary, however, in 
vindication of my own conduct, 


that Sir William Spencer and the 


Duke of G. ſhould be acquainted 
with the whole tranſaction—let 
them procure us a divorce, upon 
any excuſe and in the moſt private 
manner, and it ſhall not be thro? 
me the affair becomes public—let 
it be reported that we parted upon 
light variance, and there I hope 
it may end—I will write to them 
for this purpoſe—have you any 
you ny objections, madam ?” 


« Lord Derville is to at as he 
thinks proper.” 


VOL. II. M * © 


262 


MEMOIRS OP 


It would have given me more 
6% * farisfaRtion | had it met with your 
a concurrence z but, being left for 
= my. ' determination I. will about 1t 
- inſtantly,” l rnd 


I accordingly went and. wrote to 
them both, ſtating the particulars, 
and ſoliciting them to meet and de- 
termine it to the ſatisfaction of them- 
ſelves and her, as I ſhould. be ready 
to acquieſce to whatever they thought 
un neee 


* 2 
5 2 * 


I, Charkan, 5 it can eee 
without our being ſubject to the laſh 
and ſcurrility of the prints, and held 
forth as a proper topic for the goſſip- 

a 4 ing 
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ing tribe of fribbles, difappoinred 0d 
maids, and ſplenetie young "ones, I 
ſhall be glad; Fi not, I muſt apply to 
ſome of my noble friends that have 


been in the ſame dilemma, whom 1 


have ſeen laugh at the attacks and 
enjoy the ridieule, : 


1 Ann is returned to Lay 
Plomer's as I could not think of 
keeping her in the houſe with ſuch a 
bleſſed example, leſt you ſhould have 
the ſame cauſe to execrate the ſex 
that I have you indeed do not de- 
ſerve ſo bad of them, nor do I believe, 
if 1 may be allowed to fay fo much 
of a fiſter, you run any kind of 
hazard—heayen ſorbid you ſhould, 

Ms for 
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for both your ſakes !—You are all 
that arc left, and ſhare my affections 
between you; make haſte, therefore, 
and anese one that Imay no longer 
be divided, Tone 


Ill come and live with you ſome- 
times, and perhaps we may ſtill be 
happy how inconſiſtent is this, to 
adviſe you to take that, which I, as 
as you find by this letter, am endea- 
vouring to get rid of—a wife —I 
hope there is ſome difference; but 
however you muſt all have à trial 
ar l ob don e 10 567 © 


DERVILLE. 


LET. 
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LETTER XXI. 


CAPTAIN BRYDONE; 
T O 


CAPTAIN TOWNSEND. . 


DETECTED, Jack, by all that's 
unlucky—at a time when we thought 
ourſelves ſecure from interruption, 
that fool Derville muſt needs be 
blundering in the way of his own 
diſgrace—he had been to accompany 
Sir Thomas Charlton in his way 
home, return'd ſooner than we ex- 
pected, and came into the very room 
M 3 where 
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where I was making the beſt uſe of 


© his abſence. , 


Nd 07 197 EE 
T , was: 8 at his ap- 
pearance, nor was he leſs ſo at the 
diſcovery—In the firſt hurry of my 


confuſion I drew my-ſword, without 


any rea] intention of doing him an 
injury, I aſſure you; but inſtead of 
receiving à ſimilar return, he apen'd 


his breaſt, made a heroic * and 


tw. SYS 
* 0 affected. at his, manner, it 
was ſome moments before I could re- 
cover myſelf ſufficiently to nocice the 
lady, hO I then perceiv'd extended 
on the floor to all appearance dead 
| my 
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my attention was now diverted to the 
care of her, and to endeavour, if 
poſſible, to bring her to herſelf with- 
out alarming the family; which * 
_ dificulty 1 eee 5 
nan zii on aut 
What paſſed betwixt us, only 
her deſiring me to quit the houſe im- 
mediately, à requeſt I had no kind 
of inclination to deny, is more than 
IJ am able to. inform you, or more I 
ſuppoſe than you will concern your- 
ſelf about—However, when I got 
home I began to ruminate on what 
would moſt likely be the conſequence, 
and to guard, as far as was in my 
power, _ the worſt that ere 
| happen. 


M 4 Far 


268 ..ME'MOIRS, OF 
For the ſpace of two days was I 
kept in the, greateſt. ſuſpence, not 
being able to hear by any means 
what, I; had to expect, or in what 
manner he was proceeding—at length 
a note from her put an end to all 
doubts :—She informed me that he 
had acquainted her with his deter- 
mination for being divorc'd, and was 
taking meaſures accordingly, 

The perſon who brought the note 
1 found might be truſted with an an- 
ſwer, which I immediately wrote, 


and in it moſt pathetically requeſted 


to ſee her this ſhe granted - we met, 
nor did we part before ſhe kindly 
agreed, as ſoon as matters were ad- 

juſted, 
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juſted, to become my beloved part- 
ner, to ſhare with me the cares and 
pleaſures of this life, and to aceom- 
pany me the world through therefore 
you need not place any hopes of 
ſeeing me untill I can bring my little 
angel likewiſe. | 


I ſhall now bid adieu to all my 
wild frolicks, and live for her alone— 
In vain may the beautiful damſel 
hang out her lures” to draw me from 
my adoreable Arabella—l feel an af- 
fection for her, Townſend; beyond 
what I ever experienced for the 
whole ſex.—It is true I have robbed 
a worthy friend of an ineſtimable 
treaſure—I own it frankly and can- 


not 
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not excuſe the deed; yet he may 
depend I will preſerve it with all 
that care and tenderneſs I would my 
own heart's blood, Soon I hope 
to be with you, accompanted by her 
who will enſure happineſs to, 


your fincere friend, 


FRANK BRYDONE. 


LE T- 


* ax. 
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LORD DERVIL L X, 
Oh, Derville! 


How was it poſlible that I who 
love, who adore you, ſhould ever con- 
fent to be an inſtrument in render- 
ing you miſerable ?—what alleviation 
could I fooliſhly imagine it would be 
to fee you unhappy ?—No, my Lord, 
you are {till too dear, too far rooted. 
in my heart ever to beerac'd, and too 


predominant in my affections ever 


for 
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for revenge, in return for your in- 
conſtancy, to give me one moment's 
true ſatisfaction - am conſcious my 
own imprudence made me an object 
totally unworthy your honourable 
conſideration, and to that, and that 
alone, ought I to attribute my ruin, 
nor condemn you for taking advan- 
tage of a folly that inſtead of endea- 


vouring to conceal I was proud in 


making conſpicuous. 


Yet, Derville, have I been ſo weak 


as to colleague againſt your happineſs, 
to follow implicitly the directions of 
'a deſigning wretch, with a view of 
undermining your everlaſting peace 


he told me you had miſus'd him, and 
that 
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that he only ſought retaliation—ex- 
patiated on the ſweets of revenge for 
paſt injuries, and ſo far wrought up- 
on my eaſy faith, that, I confeſs, it 
was with ſome degree of pleaſure I 
became his aſſociate, | 


How far this Captain Brydone has 
ſucceeded in his intentions I have not 
been informed, but a letter from my 
ſiſter has thoroughly convinc'd me 
of the error I was guilty of, and fully 
determined me to make every atone- 
ment I poſſibly could, by giving this 
information of the villainy that is in 


agitation and forming againſt you in 
the breaſts of thoſe where you think 
yourſelf moſt ſecure, 


I know 
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I know his principal intent was to 
ruin your domeſtic felicity by exciting 
a jealouſy between you and Lady 
Derville, but J hope this communi- 
cation of his deſigns will prevent any 
ſuch event from taking place; or, at 
leaſt, put an end to any ſuſpicions of 
that kind which may have aroſe in 
either your breaſts—Had I not been 
over-ruPd by my obſtinacy, but taken 
your advice and retir'd into the coun- 
try, I ſhould not have given this ad- 
_ ditional proof of my weakneſs — I 
then wanted — I know not what I 
wanted —love, rage, diſappointment, 
and. every other tormenting paſſion, 
had full poſſeſſion of my ſoul and 
depriv'd me of all conſideration— 
a. ; a 
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your abſenting yourſelf. entirely, and 
never hearing that you made the leaſt 
enquiry concerning me, I conceiv'd 
were viſible marks of your triumph 
and contempt, not recollecting how 
hazardous for your happineſs a con- 
tinuation of our correſpondence might 
have been—T idly imagined, provided 
you had ever poſſeſs'd the leaſt re- 
gard, you would certainly not totally 
have neglected me, forgetting how 
neceſſary it was for us to endeavour 
to forget each other. | 


In this ſituation of mind the per- 
fiduous Captain Brydone found me, 
and eaſily prevail'd on my credulity 
to ſeek revenge my heart frequently 

would 
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| would check my career and upbraid 
me with ingratitude (for ſurely ſome 
gratitude was due to him that might 
have left me a prey to neceſſity, for 
placing me in a ſtate of independance) 
but ſtill this wretch with the moſt 
artful and inviduous arguments would 
urge me to proceed, and, in deſpight 
of every reſolve, was ſure to gain the 


aſcendancy. 


Let, I beſeech you, this candid 
confeſſion of my errors have ſome in- 
fluence in obtaining forgiveneſs for 
them, eſpecially as you may reſt ſe- 
cure from ever being again inter- 
rupted through my means, having 
came to a reſolution of accepting 

Charlotte's 
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Charlotte's invitation to return to my 
mama, who promiſes to receive me 
without upbraidings, and to bury my 
late failings in oblivion—I will there, 


by my future conduct and a life 


of unaffected contrition, endeavour to 
atone for the paſt, and make myſelf, 
in ſome little degree, deferving ſuch 
unexampled tenderneſs. — Farewell, 
my dear Derville ! may you long live 
and enjoy every bleſſing this world 
can aftord, and ſhould your thoughts, 
in rambling o'er your youthful days, 
happen to light on that part wherein 
I was concern'd, Jet, me entreat you 
not to condemn, with too much ſeve- 
rity, the failings of 

| HENRIETTA MARNSDOWN. 
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LETTER XXIII. 


SIR THOMAS. CHARL TON, 
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rience ſo much anxiety and uneaſineſs 
as ſince laſt we parted—ſuch a variety 
of diſtreſſing circumſtances came to- 
gether, that I can hardly determine 
which affected me moſt — Scarcely 
were my apprehenſions for the life of 


„„ „ eller» Ag; pes er orien r #1 7 1g nr me terry — an 


my dear Lady Charlton abated, who, 


thank heaven, is perfectly recovered, 


before I became a partaker in your 
unhap- 
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pineſs—my ſurpriſe, on reading your 
letter, J am ſure was little ſhort of 


what you felt on the diſcovery—I have 


frequently expreſſed my diſlike of 


Brydone's principles, though I never 
ſuſpected him capable of ſuch villainy; 
indeed I ſhould have thought it an in- 


Jury to human nature to ſuppoſe there 


exiſted a man ſo deſtitute of honour, 
friendſhip and gratitude What can 
be ſaid of her, one of Nature's love- 
lieſt patterns !—but you have already 
too forcibly felt the effe&ts of her in- 


fidelity, and I wiſh not again to waken 


your ſenfibiity—l receiv'd great ſa- 


tisfaction from your laſt, in finding 
you ſo compos'd, and highly approve 
of the methods you have taken. 

N 2 Tous 
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Your generous ſentiments reſpect- 
ing my ſucceſs with Lady Ann demand 
my warmeſt acknowledgements, but 


my heart is too much oppreſs'd, at 


preſent, to make a proper return—as 


my farther uneafineſs is occaſioned by 


that peſt to ſociety, that infamous 


Brydone, I'Il ſend you the particulars; 
I was ſitting with Lady Charlton when 
the ſervant inform'd me a lady wiſh'd 
to ſpeak with me attended the ſum- 
mons and waited on her into the par- 
lour, where ſhe immediately accoſted 


me with : 


« I preſume I have the honour of 
<« addreſſing myſelf to Sir Thomas 
Charlton? 


— 
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< believe, madam, I am the only 


ne of that name.“ 
Jou knew Miſs Lucy Seldown ?” 


Perfectly, madam! — Nothing | 
hope has happened to her!” 


F. 


« Alas! Sir, ſhe is no more 
Poor girl lin ber I. * ſay I 
„have loſt a ſiſter.” 


«© Nor was you, I believe, leſs than 
te a brother in her affetions—it was 
< that, Sir, which induc'd me to take 
this journey in hopes you will re- 
< venge her wrongs—che following 
_ particulars 
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< particulars that I learnt with great 
„difficulty will beſt ſpeak them—A. 
„Captain Brydone, by the moſt art- 
ce ful addrefs, had inſinuated himſelf 
into the good graces of her parents, 
< nor was he totally indifferent to 
Lucy herſclf—by ſome wicked means 
„he got himſelf ſecreted in her cham- 
< ber, and baſely taking advantage 
of her fituation accompliſhed his 
* diabolical deſigns—time after time 
he promiſed to marry her, bur as 
* ſocn as he perceiv'd ſhe was with 
child, took a ſudden opportunity 
“of quitting the town, and ſhe never 
4 heard of him afterwards Her con- 
« dition became every day more and 
« more diſtreſſing as it became more 

« difficult 
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c difficult to conceal—at length it 
* was diſcovered — the wretch, her 
father, notwithſtanding he is a 
„ preacher of the Goſpel, was ſo far 


ea brute as to treat her with the moſt 


© opprobious language, and then 
<« turn'd her out of doors—1 live in 


de the neighbourhood, and as I was 


* returning home in the evening found 


« the poor thing ſtretch'd on the 
ground, almoſt dead with grief—I 
* endeavoured to raiſe her, but to no 


* purpoſe; her ſpirits were entirely 


„ exhauſted, her ſpeech gone, and I 
thought her then expiring—Not be- 


ing far from the vicar's houſe, I 


got ſome aſſiſtance and convey'd her 


Sto it, when he had the inhumanity, 
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< notwitſtanding her ſituation, to re? 
< fuſe her admittance — ſhock'd at 
| | _ < his brutality, I had her convey'd 


% to my own home, where, on ren- 

„ dering her every aſſiſtance, ſhe 

% came to herſelf. —After living in 

e the greateſt miſery for about a 
+... month, ſhe bid adieu to this un- 
« feeling world, and took her flight 

& to a more bleſs'd abode.—During 

<« her illneſs I frequently waited on 
her father, but could never pre- 

« vail on him to ſee her, receive her 
into his houſe, or diſburſe a ſhil- 
ling for her ſupport.—She con- 

< tinually wiſh'd for ſtrength to be 
enabled to come to you—certain 
the goodneſs of your heart would 
recom- 


= 


Lot Dp Veirnuvitite Yoo 


recommend her to the protection 


<« of the worthy Lady Charlton.— 
« from her frequent mentioning you 
I preſum'd you was the only per- 


“ ſon that would reſent the cruelty 
«. of her father, which I would have 


« undertaken myſelf, but being a 
« lone woman, could have little or 
no hopes of expoſing ſuch a mon- 


A 


' I promiſed to exert my power in 
endeavouring to render ſuch a wretch 
obnoxious to ſociety the good lady 


ſhed abundance of tears as ſhe re- 


counted the unhappy fate of my poor 
Lucy !—-O Derville, what monſters 
does this world produce how much 


to 
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to be regretted that in ſo bleſs'd a 


conſtitution as ours there is not a 
corporeal puniſhment for ſuch un- 
natural and villainous proceedings— 
That my dear, amiable Miſs Seldown 
ſhould become a prey to the deſigns 
of an artful ſcoundrel, and fall a ſa- 
crifice to the cruelty of an unfeeling 
parent, will ever be remembered by 
me with horror. 


When your own affairs are a little 
ſettled I will implore your aſſiſtance 
to exhibit this deteſtible vicar in his 
true colours, and try if we cannot 
in ſome manner torture him, and 
fully revenge the untimely death of 
ſuch an angel.,—-As for Brydone, I 


know 
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know not what puniſhment can be in- 
flicted on him—your reaſons againſt 
duelling are ſo very cogent that I 
| ſhall decline all thoughts of calling 
him out, though I ſhould moſt wil- 


lingly hazard my life in the cauſe— 


Let me hear from you ſoon, and 
ſhould there happen an opportunity 


to render me any ſervice with his 


Grace of G. as you will undoubtedly 


ſee him, it will be an addition to the 
many favours that have been already 
receiv'd by 


your ſincere friend, 


THOMAS CHARLTON. 


LE T- 


U 
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I GIVE you my word, Charlton, 
your account of Miſs Seldown has 
greatly affected me, and the more ſo 
becauſe I now find I was a confidant 
in his proceedings to ſeduce her; yet 
unknowingly, for he never mentioned 
her to me by any other name than 
Lucy, nor did my ſtupidity ever 


once recollect your Miſs Seldown.— 
I had 


* 
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J had endeavoured to perſuade him 
off his deſign, from his having given 
me ſo amiable a picture indeed it 
was but ſlightly, though it was as 
much as could be expected in the 
hour of diſſipation, 


I have received a letter from Miſs 
Marnsdown, by which I find he has 
likewiſe been tampering with her, 
and from thence proceeded Lady 
Derville's ſuſpicion and upbraidings. 


This letter prov'd of infinite ſervice 


in my procuring a divorce, which was 
procured with much leſs trouble and 
buſtle than I expected, and I am in 


ſome hopes of * unheeded ln 
the wits. 
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Sir William Spencer is quite en- 
raged with his daughter, has forbid 


her his houſe, and poſitively ſwears 


he will never hold converſe with her 
again—behaved with the greateſt po- 
liteneſs, conſol'd with me for what 
I muſt neceſſarily feel at ſuch a 
diſaſter, and wiſh'd it was in his 
power to make me ſome amends.— 


Her ladyſhip, I have ſince heard, has 


conſented to cohabit with Brydone, 

and it is reported they are actually | 
ſet off together for Vorkſhire What 
a complicated villatn it is—but I am 
happy you give over all thoughts of 
venturing your life againſt ſach a 


contemptible wretch—no, Tom, let 
us leave him to rove at large in his 
* iniquity, 


92 2 
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iniquity, and no doubt an adequate 
puniſhment will then ovetake him, 
and fully repay the injuries he has 
committed againſt mankind. 


His Grace of G. was very much 
affected and treated with a kindneſs 
beyond what-I had ever experienced 
condemn'd himſelf as the ſole cauſe 
of making me miſerable, and declar'd 
that nothing in his power ſhould be 
wanting to render the remainder of 
my lite perfectly eaſy—After making 
proper acknowledgment for his pro- 
miſes, I told him, ſince I had been 
- unfortunate myſelf, there was nothing 
would give me greater pleaſure than 
ſeeing my fiſter happily married. 

No, 


* 
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«© No, no, boy; let's have no 


more marriages—we've had enough 


of them already.” 


« But in this caſe, my Lord, it is 
widely different I know my ſiſter 
loves Sir Thomas Charlton, and 
he doats upon her Fearful of 
meeting a repulſe from your Lord- 
ſhip, he ſolicited me, as his moſt 
intimate friend, to break the mat- 
ter and uſe my intereſt with vou 
now, as I am fully convinc'd their 
hearts are united 24 


«© By the Lord, he ſhall have her, 


& boy; ſend for the eirl'to town, and 


* 
2 


then ſend word for him to come 


« and 
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« and take her into the country; 
„ but we will have. no parade—no 
« buſtle, mind that—as to the reſt. 
e why cen ſettle it to yourown minds, 
c and don't let me be plagued about 
the matter, for. L. poſrtively will 
% have nothing more to do with. 


* weddings. 


L obey'd his orders. in writing for 
the lady, though, by the bye, I did 
not tell her for what purpoſe, leſt 
ſhe ſhould be too well pleaſed to. 
comply—perhaps I ſhould have taken 
the ſame precaution with. you ; but. 
J don't think you are fo great a- fool 
as you uſed to be, therefore I ſent. 
the particulars that you might entirely 
Vil. Us. — diveſt. 
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diveſt yourſelf of all needleſs doubts, 
fears, and apprehenſions, and come 
to town, not with a melancholy brow 
as if you was under condemnation; 
but let your countenance plainly in- 

dicate the pleaſure you receive by the 
cauſe of your journey. | 


Promoting your happineſs, Charl- 
ton, will ſerve to conſole my own 
diſagreeable ſituation ; for as yet 1 
cannot quite forget the infidelity of 
my wife, nor the ingratitude of my 
friend !—it has left a preſſure on my 
heart almoſt beyond conception but 
as I think it a misfortune that 'I have 
: hitherto ſingly experienced I hope 


there _y never again be found fo 
. Pernicious 
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pernicious a caitiff to deſtroy the torch 
of Hymen, or a fair ſo credulous to 
put more confidence in the inſinuating 
addreſſes of a deſigning villain than 
in the open and candid behaviour of 
the man to whom ſhe had plighted 
her faith—ſuch is the ſincere wiſh of 


We 
your's, 


with friendſhip and eſteem, 


DERYILLE. 


e ͤ nr ren 
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